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T cannot be unknown to Your Highneſs, that the Proteſtants of England, thatare _ 
Faithful to the Principles and Doctrines of their Religion, and co the juſt, Eſtab- 
liſhed, legal Government, are in divers kinds moſt intollerably vexed and ondrefl:d = 
by the Popyſh Contrivances and Practices, covered with the prerences and name of” 


Authority. 
That'(*) Hlegal things are daily im- 


(*) The Ivftances hereof are toe many "Is 


: ſed upon them, in their ſeveral Searions | > 4, buc ſome thereof are theſe, viz | | © 
and Places, which they are convinc'd in their Conſcicnces,can 1. Moſt of the Proteflants. are prefied to de- _Þ} 


» 


never be juſtified unto God or the Kingdom, and yet they are clarefor a Repeal of all the Laws made for the © 
Pane upon them. (without regard to their Conſciences) by Reformation of our S epet yn Winans one > 
als of their Offices and Imployments, and many other chreat- ._” I pe ag Pani Lowf X ping pe | 
ned Effects of the King» uitptcatare: . SHEA! NE I on ron 
| . : . Lientenants, and other Commanders, and all are 
Threatned, Vexed and Proſecuted, (as the L1rd Lovelace now is) that dare bur ſay that ſuch have no lawful Authority. 
. All the SabjeFs are commanded to ſufter all the, Aftions and Offences of cheir Lives, and the ſecrers of their Hearcs to. 

be Bontad into, and their chief Intereſts and many of their Free-holds to be judged by rhe diſcretion of a few of rhe Kings 
Crearures, called, his Commiſſioners for Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, whoſe Commiſſion is, to proceed without and againſt rhe Rules of 
our Laws, with a nonobſtante to all other Laws, and every Man 15 required to afhiſt their Arbitrary Powers on peril of their 4 
Cenſures, which extend to impriſonment for Life, 4. All our Miniſters are required under grievous menaced Penalties to be the © F 
Kings Cryers, to Preclaim_in the Churches the Kings Power to ſuſpend at once the force and uſe of all our Penal Laws made | 
in 400 Years paſt to ſecure the Rights of the Crown, the freedoms and properties of the Realm, and the profeſſion of the Prate- 
flant- Religien, 5. All the Proteſtants are forced by fear of the Kings Wrath, to ſuffer the Rights of the Crown and the tree- 
dom of the Realm againſt Foretgn Powers and Laws, to be publickly denied, and the force of Forcign Laws aver themrto be . 
maintained z they are injoined by the King to negle& their ſworn durics to God, to the Crown and Kingdom, of ng at- 


Law thoſFeafons which they know and ſee to be daily committed, for which no excuſe can be made by prerence @f Liberty 
of Conſci in Chriſts Religion. 6. The Conſtables and other Officers, throughout the Realm are forced ro quarrer. [riſh and © 
Scots and officer mercenary Souldiers in their Neighbours Houſes againſt their Wills, in contempt of the Ancient Laws ard the 


expreſs "Words of rhe late Statutes. 9. All the Gentlemen and Free-holders are preſſed ro” renounce their native and legal free- | _ 
dom in their choice of Members for Parliament. 8, The Freemen of the Cities and Towns are urged to yield up ro the Kinge 
Will che Tenure of their Magiſtracies, and all their free Cuſtoms and- Priviledges. 9. All the: People are forced by fear of © +» 
Puniſhments, tv ſuffer a Child to be declared Heir apparent of the Crown, which ought not by the known Laws of the King- _ * 
dom wo have been acknowledged until lawful Wirnefles of his Birth of the Queen had been duely publiſhed to the Kingdom, as 
was neceſſary in this caſe, wherein publick fame makes him a Counterfeit. Yet to their ſhame and grief, 'the People are for- 
ced to ſeem in their publick Prayrrs to preſent him to God as their Prince, and dare not ask who are the Wicneſles of tis #F 
Birch. - 10. Many of their” Fur#es are preſſed to Find thair Neighbours Criminals, tho? in their Conſciences they think them in» _ _ 
nocent, as is notorious (amongſt many ocher Inſtances) in the caſe of thoſt: chat made innocent expreſſions of their joy for & = 
che Juſtice that was done to the 7 Biſhops : and many are forced to ſubmir to be tryed in matters about the loſs of their F# 
Eftares, by Fines and their Lives alfo, by Juries rerurned, by ſecret Contrivances and Nominations contrary ro the direQiofns - 
of our Laws, being neicher of the moſt ſufficient nor moſt. indifferent of-rhe neareſt Neighbours ro the Fats in queſtion, > 
ner by Soni ſworn as the Laws require, whereby the courſe of che Kingdoms Juſt ice is perverted, and the legal Government | 
ſubverted. | | . EM 
{1 theſe Inftances are t99 weil ln2wn to be denged by our Adverſaries. b--- ET 
. That bY 
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&; ; > WR | 
That many of their legal Liberties, Benefits, and Means of ſubſiſtence in their Churches and Col- 


' *h tedges, are taken from them dy m—_ Will 5 4s Sore: > Ws» ES - 
A+ > and Proceſſes and Proſecution by arbitrary ommurrnoners Viz. (A) The cate the Lora Biſhop of 
| ( 73) are Fes. 6s and begun againſt great numbers of them COR: | - wo pets deter Fawkes Vice: 
| p-# . . ” 2 FN . A R Ihe 
without their guileof the leaſt Offence or Tranſggeflion againſt Coke Hall Geprived. ene Sr Auary 


any of the Laws of this Realm 26 Fellows of Magdalen Colledge Oxford, be- 
| bo ; WM - fides rhe Demyes oured rom free-hold and 

\ tively-hood, and Decreed incapable of any other Preferment, only for keeying ro the Law, the Starure of their Colledge and 

uk The Suſpenſion of _ 200 Miniſters in the County of Durbgm, tor refuſing ro read ro their People the Kings Decla- 

ration for diſpenſing with our Laws, &c. (B) Viz. The Summons of the Commiſſioners for Eccleſiaſtical 4ffairs to the 
7 Chancellors, Commmiſſaries and Arch-deacons of the Droceſſes, of moſt of rhe Biſhops, to return the Names of all the Miniſters that 


* did nor read the Kings' Declaration, wherein they rraofgreifed no Law Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, 


} That they are debarred and ſpoyled of the due free ( C) 


Eleaion of their Magiſtrates and Officers intheir Cirtes and Towns, 


and preterded Officers and Magiſtrates are impoſed upon them 
' ._ * and turned ont and put inat the Kings abſolute Ill, as they 
| are found ready to corpply with, and ſerve the Popiſh Letign 
; cither ignorantly or corruptly. 
| 


(C) The. City of London and all the Cities 
and Towns Corporate of the Kingdom are ſad 
inſtances of this, the King alone ſerring up 
whom he pleaſes tro have the Names, and uſe 
the Powers of their: formerly choſen Avg» 
flrates. 


| Thar ſeveral of the Bodies Politick of their Cities and Towns are declared to be diſſolved at the Kings 
q; Pleaſure (to terrify and fubjugace the minds of all the reſt) and the Cirizens and Burgeſſes are thereby Dif 


| franchiſed, (D) and Divezted of all their good Cuſtoms, Free- 

t dom? and Priviledges,it they eannot in Confcience comply with 

F Illegal Commands. and will nor treacherouſly ſurrender their 
legal Rights and Priviledges untq the Kings Will. 


(D) So the King hathdone to the ancient 
Citzes of Oxford, Wincheſter, and the Borough 
of Totneſs ; now threatens ro do the ſame ro the 
great Ciry of Norwich, or ſomething ranta- 
mount, whereby he afſumes to diſpoſe of rhe 


Subj &ts legal Incerefts at his Will, as if che Subjects had no Property. 


That the legal ſecurities provided by the Kings and Kingdom in Parliament againſt the dangers of 


their Religicn and Liberties, are by the Kings abſolure Com- 
mand thrown alide, and made ( E ) ulelels, by prertence 
of his Power to diſpence with thoſe penal Laws notwithſtanding 
the Subjects Right in them, tor the protection and fſatery of 
their Religion, Libercies, and Lives, whereby the very 
undation of all the Subjets Rights and Properties is under- 
ined and ſhaken, and a New Claims is ſet up and maintained; 
that the Subjects have no Right, Property, or ſecurity againſt 
the Will and Pleaſure of their Kings. 
That by colour of fuck a 
military Powers, is put . into ſuch hands as are made ('F) 
incapable of them by many exprets Laws ot the Kings and 
Kingdoms in Parliament, which juſtly givethe Proteſtants fad 
apprehenſions of imminent dangers, fecing themlelves pur into 
the Power of thoſe that publickly profeſs to be in Unon and 
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continue conſtant to the Prote/tant Profeſſion. 

« That contrary to the expreſs Laws of the (G ) Realm 
lately declared in Parliament, an rmy of Papiſts and Mercena- 
ries is maintained,© and diſperſed through the Kingdom in full 
Peace, to the great de/quiet and terror of the Preteſtants,and they 
are in divers ways conſtrainsd to receive thele Soldiers into 

their Houſes, to ſojourne there againſt their Wills, whereby 
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they are deprived of their Peace and Security in their Families, and of their Converſe 


(E) The late Srarutes of 25 and 3o of Car. 
2, were made exprefly for the Proteſtants Secu- 
rity, ſo were thoſe of 5 El 1. 13. EL 2. 23. 
EL 1. 27. El. 2 1 Jac. 5. Jac. 1, and the Stac. 
25 H.8, 19, 20, 21, and many ancient Star. 
of Ed. 1. Ed. 2. Ed. 3. Ri. 2, and many other 
Kings, were made to ſecure the P from 
the apprehenfions of the Church of Rome and 
rhe King hath declar&d that none of them ſhall 
af any rime hereafrer be pur in execution, 


Power che-cruft of the” Kingdorms Pefence and Safety by 


F) "Tis known all the profeſſed Papiſts a 
by Go Star. of 'El, Jac. 1- and Car, 2, Ke in. 
capable of —_— any Truſt or Powersin the 
Kingdom, chat the King harh placed th 
moſt of them in their _ "ng 


Communion With the Church of Rume, that openly declare themſclves to be the mortal Enemies to all Pro- 
teſtants, and that they are bound upon peril of their Salvation, to feek- their Deſtruction, if they ſhall 


(6G) See the Per. of Right 3. Car. and the 
lare Statutes Car. 2. that declare the diſperſing of 


Souldiers into the Country, and T 38 


chem in the SubjeRs Houſes, to be Fainſt che 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the Realm, "tis De- 
manded and Enafed as the Peoples Righe that 
they ſhall never be ſo burdencd by Souldiers, 


with their Neigh- | 


bours and Friends, and of the advantages they might make in their ways of living, 


 _ Thatthe King hath barred and forbidden the exccution of the Ancient Laws 


of the Realm, againſt di- 


vers forts of "Freaſons and othes moſt hainous Crimes ; and all the Statutes now known to have been 


+ _ made from age to age for 500 Years palt, in relation tothe 
x Popes and Romiſh Priefts (H) Powers and Practifes are fuſpen- 
> ed; tho' the Experience of the Papifts in all thoſe Ages ſhew: 
. ed thoſe Poweisand PraQtices to be 1a miſchievous and dange- 
4 Tous, that they otren complained in Parliament; they feared 
| the (7) Deltruction of the Kingdom by them. 
> (CT) See rheStarutes 35 Ed. 1. 25 Ed. 4, 72 Ed. 3. 16 Ri. 2. 5. 


(H ) See the King's Declaration for Libert y 
of Conſcience, thar ſuſpends the Execution of all 
the Penal Laws wharſoever in matcers Eccleſia- 
fiical, thoſe that make ic Treaſon to maintain 
the Popes Powers and Canons to be above our 
Laws, or ro-take his Diſpenſation of Obedience 
to chem, | 


His Majeſty alſo 1o Controuls the Courts of Law in the Courſe wherein Fuftice ought to be adminiſtred, 


* 


that the Judges (tho' they have highly ſerved the'Periſh Detigns,) 
nours and Pentions, if they dare bur ſuffer the Laws jultly ro acquit thoſe whom the King would have 


are eurned our of their Places, Ho- 


condemned, as appears (amongit divers other Inſtances) by his late diſplacing Judge Helloway and Judge 


2; Powel!, uponthe legal acquittal of the /even Biſhops. 


-- — 
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We 


(3) 


unto all Laws to be made and repcalecd. | 

The truly Noble Monarchy was founded on equal Freedom ; 
always of right truly free, (K) becauſe no Laws or © Au- 
choritiesever bound the Perſons and Properties of the King- 
dom ſave only thoſe, wherein the Kings and all the Subjects 
freely agrecd, every Subjects free (L) conſent being deemed 
by our Laws co be given perſonally, as by his Deputies tothe 
Enacting and Repealing of every Law. 


We need not ſhew to your Highneſs more particular Inſtances of our Op 
thar there is a publick attompt authorized by the King, to ſubvert the very 
vil legal Government of the Kingdom, that 1s, the Peoples free Elettion (in the Cuſtomary Eſtablift 
Courſe by Counties, Cities and Boroughs, ) of eneir Deputies to Act and Conſent for them in Parliament © 
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and the Civil Government of England, was 
(K) See 24 H- 8.12. 24 Root. "Tis decla- E 
red, that the Realm is free and ſubjeR rono Laws 
tur by their own conſent, and that the King and 
Parliament, repreſenting the whole State of the 
Realm, have the Power to Diſpenſe wich the Laws 
as they ſhall ſee occaſion, 
CL) See the Statues 1 Jac. 1. 1+ 


RY =... 
by <F —_ 
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Therefore the Statutes of old in affirmance of the common Cuſtom of England, declared that Eleai- 
ons ſhould be free (2) from all interruptions and interpo- (af) See Stat. Weſtm. 1. 3 Ed: 5. The 
ſitions by the King or the Pope, and the Kings have bound chem- common Law is there declared, and the King 


ſelves by the Statutes, no way to diſturb any Eletters in ma- Finder _bimſelf nor to diſturb any Eleors to 
king their free Ele&ions. make free Eels Sce Car. 2, Parl, Sce 5 H. 


4 15. 6-H. 6.4. 9H. 4. 8. Felt 

No Commands, Promiſes, or Threats, no Prayers nor Solicitations oughe to be made unto the Eſec/ors 
by the King or Pope, or any others : the Peoples Depaties (fay the Laws) are to be choſen Freely, and 
Inditferencly, without pre-ingagement of the Ele&ors, or fear of diſpleaſing the King, and withour * 
promiſes of Favour or Rewards to them. They are to be indifferent at the Time and Place of Election, 
and in ſuch manner to proceed, notwithſtanding any Requeſt or Command to the contrary ; otherwiſe 
the Ele#ions are void and-null. | 

But we are not able co number the various kinds of A a2 
tion of- our Government. - 

There have been infinice Endeavours and Artifices openly uſed, to deſtroy the Cuſtoms, Priviledges, /* 
Charters and Governments of all the Cities and Boroughs, by whom Four parts in Fave of the Members of = 
the Commcns in Parliament are to be choſen by the Cuſtom of England; and to bring all theſe Bodies Þ} 
Politick, and all their Magiſtrates and Officers to be dependant on the Kings Will, and tobe obliged as His 
Creatures (nor the Cities and Tewns Truſtees) to ſerve. his Popiſh and Arbitrary Deſigns, or to be turned 
out of their Places at His Pleaſure ; and fuchas are either Papiſts, or more Ignorant and Corrupr, put into 
cheir Places. 

*Tis known to all, that for this purpoſe, to deſtroy our Government under colour of I .aw, there have 
been cauſleſs F/rits of Quo warranto's brought by the King againſt moſt of the Cities and Borovghs of the 
Kingdom; thoſe were feeondved by IMtrumenes appoinced-eo cerrifie the Mae: ates of the Cities and 
Towns with the Kings {evere Diſpleaſure, if chey dared to intift upon their legal Right, and contelt wich 
the King at Law; to fright them with the intolerable charge, thar their legal Defence would coft them 
more than they could bear ; and boldly affirming, chat they could not hope to maintain their Cuſtoms, 
Priviledges and Charters againſt the King, ſince he was reſolved tohave them at His Command ; then 
they rempted th2m with Promiſes of new Charters, if they would comply and ſurrender cheir Old' L;- 
berties into the Kings Hands, and pretended that the Names of all that refuſed it mult be recurned to the © 
Kings Attorney General. 1 

*Tis no leſs known, Og were prepared ro damn the Pleas of all ſuch Cities and Towns as would ©} 
ſtand upon their Right, and Plead to the Quo warranto's, as the Magiſtrates of Londen refolved to do, their 
Common-Council refufing to ſurrender their Liberties, notwithltanding all Commands, 'Terrors, and In- 
rreaticYghat were uſed ro them; they knew it was not in their Power to betray their Cry, nor in the 
Kings P@ver to receive unto himſelf thoſe Cuſtoms, Powers and Priviledges which the Great Charter and 
the Commens Law had given them, But ſuch Fudges as would not judge that Ancient Body. Politick 
(that had holden their Cuſtoms above 1000 Years) to be diflolved , were turned out; and all the _ 
Freedoms and Privileges due to the Ctizens and their Heirs, and to the City and their Succeſſors, were © 
declared by the Fudges to be Forfeited ; His now Majeſties Inſtruments thereby preparing His Way 
(under the ſhadow of the /are King) ro deſtroy the Government of all other Cites and Towns, by fright» : 
ning them into furrenders, or making a Preſident for Judgment againſt them; and it hath raken ſuch Ef- - 
fect,thatthe Tenure of almoſt all thoſe Bodies Politick is illegally changed,and the Cities and Towns E 
- _ a torlorn Eſtate, that they have no Magiſtrates or Officers but at the Kmgs 1/1, and during His * 
Pleature. | | S 

As there is-an anal ſubverſion of the Freedom of the Government of the Cities and Towns, the Te- | 
nure of their Magiſtrates, and their fice Cuſtoms being utrerly deſtroyed, and chiofe that now Exercile # 
the Magittracics therein being incapable tochuſe freely , and indifferently, and to return legally Mem- # 
bers tor Parliament, io there are continual attempts upon the perſonal Freedom and Inditterency of all 7 
the Eletors for Parliament throughout the Kingdom. | 12 

His Majeſty has perſonally ſolicited, and atzached ſo many of them - by His files and frowns in © 
ſecret, to accept of ſuch for their Deputies in Parliament as will comply with His Deſigns, thae © 

His 


crempts and Pradtiſcs to overturn this Founda- 
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(4) 
His Cloſering (N) Elefors , is becume a By-word amongſt | | 
che People: He has made them conſent to bs barr'd of their - CN) Note that the Kings PraQtice, of Claſer- 
Freedom in Electing for Parliament, arid in Voting therein, if ing Members of Parliament , was the ſame as 
they be choſen, to be @ Teſt of their Fitneſs to hold their Offices 15 20w for Eledors. 
and Imp/oyments. of Profit and Truſt, and to have place in che 
Mapiſtracy. 7 | Na. ES; : 

The Three Queſtions to that purpoſe, are known to all, which His Majefties Miniſters required to be 
an{wered by the Fuſtices of the Peace and all other Officers. . 
| The Lord Lieutenants of all the Count:es by the Kings ſpecial Command, have Summoned the chief Of ' 
BE ficers and Gentlemen in His Majeſties Name,to flatter or terrific them our of the uſe of their Freedom in E- 
letting for Parl:ament, and Marks of the Kings Diſpleaſure have been put upon thoſe tha reſolved to keep 
[ "22 Freedom and indifferency to Ele& worthy and fir Deputies according to their Judgments and Con- 
is ciences. | | | 
44 An unheard-of-fort of Commiſſioners 'as to their Qualities and Inſtrudtions, are lately ſent from His 
'q Majeſty throughout England, to Delude or 4ffright the Electors into a Choice of ſuch Members for a Con- 
) vention (to be called a Parliament) as will engage to ſerve His Deſigns of aboliſhing all thoſe Ancient 
* Laws and Teſts that are the only Humane Securities of the free Profefſion of our Religion, and the clear- 
ct urhornative Declarations of the Kights of the Crown and the Liberties of the People. 

There need not be. plainer Proofs, ; the Ax is lay'd to the Root of our Civil Government, as the 
| moſt certain way to introduce the Laws and Religion of Rome. Yet to convince the whule World in 

; this matter, His Majeſty has publiſhed a Second (O) Declara- 
{ tin, wherein He has potitively declared His Mind, that none 
3 ought to be imploycd under Him in the Kingdom, 'who will 

not contribure to theſe His Letigns, and chooſe fuch Adembers of Parliament as may do their part to fi- 
nith what He has begun. - He has pronounced all that ſhall retuſe it, to be neither Good Chrif:ans nor 

4 Levers of their Countries Wealth and Power ; and He Declares, that He has begun His intended form of 
; Government ſutable to thoſe Principles, haviag turned out by His 4bſclute Will many Civil and Military 
— Officers throughout the Kingdom in purſuance of this great Work. - 

This puts it out of diſpute, that His Majeſty thinks He ought not to ſuffer any Free Elefion for Par- 
liament, whilſt there are tuch numbers of Faithful Proteſtants to Conreſt for the Ele#ions, who cannot in 
Conſcience contribute ro the Work He has begun; That is, upon pretence of Liberty of Cenſcience to 
allow His Majeſty to ſurrender unto the Pope the Rights and Freedom of the Crcwn and the Kingdom, or 
to'acknowledee, that the People of England, ought by the Laws of Gov and Curisr to be tubjeced 
to the Church of Rome's Laws and Jariſdictions in their Perſons,and great part of their Eſtates - That the 
Pope and His Prieſts and Canoniſts ſhould judge them by their Canons, in the lawfulneſs of their Mar- 
riages and Contradts,and legitimate or baſtard cheir Heirs as they pleaſey.chae che difpoſfat of their Goods * 
and Chattels by their Laſt Wills, their Debts about Tythes, and their Good Names and Bodies on prerence 
of penances, ſhould be in their Power and Will. hd | 

This is the Work begun by His Majeſty, which: Diſhonours and Debaſes the Engliſh Imperial Crown, and 
{ubverts the Native Freedom andthe Civil Properties and Intereſts of Eng/iſh Men. | 

| Thoſe are the proper Matrers and Occaſions of moſt of our Penal Laws 1n matters Eccleſiaſtical, to pre- 
vent the Fraud and Danger of Hely Pretences for ſuch Unrighteous Attenipts againſt our natural and civil 
Properties. | . 
Our PenalLaws are to puniſh Offences againſt the Civil Government and Humane Society;and tho they 
be about matters Ecclefiaſtical; the Subjets of England cannot pretend to be exempted irom them, be- 
cauſe of their Conſciences, any otherwiſe than they, may wickedly claim to be tree from the Penal Laws 


—_ 


(0) See the King's Second Declaration for 
Liberty of Conſcience, April 29, 1688. * 


x againſt Felonies and Murders, it they ſhall plead that they Robbed or Killed according 4 Con 
F ATcicaccs. SN | 
$ p His Majeſties ayowed Intent and Endeavours are to free the Emiſſaries of Romes Prieſts a Papiſts 


,* fromthe puniſhments and dangers of+thoſe our Pena! Laws, againſt tuch manitelt Attempts upon the 
; Freedom, Rights, and Properties of the Realm, that His new Erected Popiſh Cofledges, His Cenvents of 


Monks, "His Four Provincial Biſhops, and His numerous Prieſts, may be authorized by Him without force _ 


| - of Laws, to maintain the Church of” Romes Canons to be of greater Authority than the Laws of the Realm, 
. * toDeclare all the Powerot Magiſtracy in Proreſtants Hands to be Unlawful, and all Rights and Titles 

| © totheir Eſtaces forteitedxo che Papiſts, by their being Proteſtants, to own and juſtitie Uiipenſations from 
Roms, with their Obecienceto all fuch Laws of the Realm, as the Pope and His Prieſts diflike, and pro- 

' fetledly, ro hold Communion with che Church of Rome, the French King, and all Foreign Papiſts, that 

, declare theniclves Mortal Enemies to the Religion, and Pawer of the Proreſtants, to contiive with them 
the Supprethion or Excirpation of them out of the Realm. , 

| his 


_— 4 
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($) | 
This work, bi Majeſty hath fo far begun, that he hath ſuſpended and ſtopped the Execution of the 
Penal Laws againſt all the High Crimes, ſome whereof the ancient Papiſts of this Kingdom made Ca . 

ital ; and he declares all ſuch Protefants as will not help to finiſh it, not to be qualify'd as Chriſtians or - 
Engliſhmen for any Imployment in the Kingdom, and therefore leaſt of all to be Members of Parkement. 
Hereby his Majeſty attempts to Confine the Elefors in their Choice to ſoſmall a party, that heallows 
them not the colkh of one of forty whom our Laws make capable of being Elected tor Parliament, the 
Number is ſo ſmall (profeſſed Papifs excepted) out of 'which his will is to have embers of Parliament 
choſen, that our Laws will judge it no choiceif he can impoſe his will upon the Kingdem as he hath de-. 
clared it. | | 

, 1 Highneſſes may be ſatisfied, that our cafe is deplorable ; ic ſeems not ſufficient for our 
Popiſh Enemies to ſeek the abolition of all our ancient Penal Laws that are not agreeable to choſe new in- 
vented Dodrines and pernicious PraQtiſes of the,preſent Church of Rome, which the Penal Srarutes ſhew 


to have been abhorred by our ancient Engliſh (p) Papiſts, but their deſign 

is to deſtroy the Conſtitution and form of the free Government of the p, <... the prievous complaints of 

Kingdom, from whence aroſe all thoſe Penal Laws againſt their Churches the Commons in 25 Ed. 3, 4. pro» 
oud Domination and their Uſurpation of the Rights of the Crown and viſos, and 6 Ric. 2. 5. 27 Ed: 3+ 

the whole Realm. 

They know by our Hiſtories and Records, that the free Parliament always made the Complaints from age 
to age againſt their pernicious claims of power over our Kings, our .Laws, our Courts of Fudicature, 
a_ their 7udgments, and againſt their Exa#ions, Impoſitions, Frauds, and 
Delufions of the People, with their Superſtitions folly, whereby they gained a Q, See the Parliament Roll 4 H. 4. 
(q) third of the revenues of pn gy pr drew ſo much Aoney to Rome 1H. 5. | is 
that they impoveriſhed and almoſt ruined the Kingdom. +3 

They are ſenfible that they have been able to inſlave to the Pope and Priefts ſeveral of the greateſt Eng- 
liſh Kings, that they could prevail with the King for Licenſes and Pardons to them to tranſgreſs the 
Law: that the fr Fangn made topreſerve the Subieds CI and properties, and that the Parliamentonly 
cauſed new Laws to be made for { php ſuch (r) Licenſes, Diſpenſations '-; 
and Pardons of the Kings void and null. R. Sce the St. 3 H.g.Sr. 47 H.4.8g.,  Þ}F 
-. They know that they have per{waded ſeveral of the Kings that the Pope we 
could abſolve their Conſcience from all obligation by the Laws, and from Agreements , Promiſes, and 


Oaths to their Kingdom, (s) to maintain their great Charters and all | 
their Lawsand Liberties : and that they prevailed upon one of them to re- 5. So the Pope ablolved H, 3. and 
fign the (7) Kingdom intirely tothe Pope,and to hold ir of him by rent; 4 LR their Oach to keep the 
and they underitand that Poople in fros Parliament only madeand de- ks ads 
clared all ſuchDiſpen/ations and reſignations void and nul,and juſtly required 
thoſe Kings to renew their Oaths to the Kingdom to preſerve their Liberties ; and ſcorned with (indigna« 
tion) the Popes demands (v) of his pretended rent tor the Kingdom, decla- | 
ring that their Kings had no ſuch Patrimonial right in the Kingdim to fub- V. See the Roll. part, 40 Ed. 3, 
jet it to-any powers on Earth. _ apt ages . t. call, Þþ 
| They cannot hope thar a freely choſen Repreſentative of this Kingdom Kt - wy unjuſt | no p it by 
can ſuffer ſuch a delufionro be puc upon them to be perſwaded that due jey; gaceburnt. Goa 2 
Chriſtian Liberty of Conſcience requires them cither to allow the ter- 2 Rees} Bok 
reign Romiſh Laws or Canons to conteſt for powerand place with the Laws of England, or to ſuffer any * 
of the Subjes of England openly to ones themſelves, their Per/ons, Marriages, or Eſtates to be ſubject iN 
to any ſpreigners Juri/diftion, and to nd on their Authority, Offices, and Santtions, and theexercile of Þ 
them foFheir Eternal Salvation (which is in ruth to renotince their ſubjetion to England) or to own 1 
and avoy to have the neareſt Union and Communion with Foreigners, that openly I gp themfelves Þt 
Mortal Enemies, to more then a hundred to one of the whole Realm, and to be bound in Conſcience to 
ſeek their ſuppreſſion or deſtruction. . | | : - 
They cannot think that a free Engliſh Parliament ſhould not always know that no Defirines of Feſwe - 
Chri#t ever deſtroyed or changed the Natural and Civil right of any perſon or Natien, or allowed that 
any part of the People of a free Country ſhould correſpond with or depend upon the declared Enemy ofthe 
far greateſt part of it ; they have therefore reſolved to over-turn the very foundation of our Civil Govern- 


= 


ment, the Peoples free choice of their Deputies for Parliament, that there may never be a free Parliamens more © | 


in the Kingdom, which is a Plot much worſe than their Gunpowder Treaſon. $- 
It ſeems they think it ſafeſt to keep a ſhadow of Ele#:ons for their intended Convention, by formi | 


Bodies Politick of Cities and Towns to name or return whom the King pleaſes, and by the ſpeci 


10Us Name 0 
Liberty of Conſcience, with promiſes of Favour and threaty of Diſpleaſure, to deceive or atfrighe the other 
Eleftors to accept ot thoſe for their Deputies that the King ſhallofter : bur if this attempt upon the Prime 
Fundamental of our whole Civil Government ſhall be ſuffered, the King may Soroupen with as much 7uftice, 
Law, and Reaſon, call whom he pleaſeth trom any parts of the Kingdom to nſule with, and in the 
Name and under Pretence of their Adviſe, change our Laws and Cu- | "\& 


ſtoms, impole Taxes, and Alter at his pleaſure the (w) Succeſſion of the yy, wore that Cromwel took upon 
Crown. him ſuch a power to ſend for men 


by his Letters without EleZion, and called them a Parliament, and made Ads, and intended to have changed the Succefſian gf the 
Crown to his own family, if choſe his Creatures could have agreed with him. bn * we 
= SE. 'e 


Numbers of themare 


(6) 
We muſt with ſorrow ſhew yowr H{5. that they have fo far proſecuted this their Deſgn againſt our Go- 
vernment, that they have rendred it impoſlible to have a Legal Free Parliament Eleted and returned inthe 
preſent Stare of the Cities and Boroughs, the Sherifs and Officers, and the Condition of the Eledors, great 


quite barred of their Freeddw and indifferency to ele&t,whichour Law requires,by the 


;declared Diſpleafure of che King, and the threarned and certain loſs of their Offices and Imployments and 
Benefits, if they accept not of ſuch for their Truſtees as have unworthily reſolved or promiſed to Vere a 
* gainſt our Eſtabliſhed Laws as the King will have them, without hearing the-Reaſons about ther by the 
Kingdom in Parliament, and as we believe, without knowing the Inrent and Parpoſe of the Laws they pro- 


> miſe to abrogate. 


Seuls captive. 


the Dukedom of $4- 
wy , the Kingdom 
of Poland, & many 
others, 


Iſhed, rhe opinion 
: have of Proteſtants, 


r 


- *Tisnotnow practicable to have the Legal Free Conſent of the Kingdom, unto the making or repealing of 
any Law: (without which they cannot be obligatory )uncil there be a juſt Reſtoration of the Cuſtoms and Li- 
berties of the Cities and Boroughs, which have been illegally and treacherouſly furrendred,or unduly wreſted 

from them, and legal Magiſtrates ſhall be duly choſen to execute Writs for Elections and make Retarns,un- 
til there be a Revocation of the Kings terrifying Declaration of the unfitnels for Parliament, and publick Im- 
ployments of all that will not help to finiſh his great Work begun, of deſtroying all our Pena! Laws for pre- 
venting the Popiſh Prattices againſt the Rights of the Crown, andthe Realm. 
Nor untilthere be an abſolute Renunciation of all the Promiles, Ingagements and Subſcriptions of the Ele- 
 Fers for Parliament taken by Hs Majeſties Orders and Miniſters to reſtrain their Freedom, and Indiffcrency 
in their Elet/ions. Thus the cunning and Aalice of our Popiſh Adverſaries have cut offall our Legal Means 
of relief by the Free Common Councils of the Kingdom, whilſt they lay cloſe ſiege to take our Bodies and 


We need not remember your Hig hneſſes, that theſe Attempts and Endeavours to ſubvert our Liberty in 
* our Religion and Grvernment, is a part of that general Deſign that was formed and concluded on many years. 
ſince in the moſt Seccret Councils of the Popiſh Princes, chiefly managed by the Feſuits, to root out ofall Ee- 
rope the profeii:on of the Proteſtant Reformed Religion and the Peoples Liberties. 
We will not mention the notorious 'actual Proſecutions of that Popiſh Reſolution in ſeveral Kingdoms 
and (x) Dominicns, nor the treacherous Falſeneſs of thoſe Princes in their Treaties, A= 
(x)Thatis in Frane, greements and Oatbs,nor the Oppreſſions and Bloodſhed, and all kinds of Unrighteouſneſs that 
have been practiced by them in Order to that general great Def; 7 
The inſtance alone of the French King is enough to be named inſtead of all, becauſe 
he hath owned and publiſhed to the whole 7orld his part in that Deſign, and by com- 
| paring the Yrolences ,Baniſhments, and Murders done upon the Proteſtants atthe ſame time 
by other Popiſh Princes (as they were able) with his publick Confeſſions of his long laid Deſign, we may make 
a true judgment of the 


C. : | oy 
e French King by his Edit (7) of 1 68 5.hath declared,that he entred into that De- 


\ (3) That Edi& of 1685. is ſign from hs coming to the Crown; and it appears by the Edict (z) then prepared,and 
worthy to be read by every _—_ by his Comneil of Conſcience (that all his renewed N h 


is in.the Proteſtants. 
Favour, his acknowledging and regiſtring in Parliament their great Services for 


» (4) Tis fic toſeein that him, and his Advancement of many of them-to the highelt Dignities Military and 
EdiR, prepared as its oy 
J 

Tha 


Civil in his Kingdom, weredoneto flatter and deceive them; he calls God to be Wiz- 
neſs of his Deſigns and Reſolutions at that time to aboliſh their Religion by degrees, 


they are deemed _ unca- 3Nd that he _ attendetl his fit opportunity for that great Work, as its called 


pable of having any righe by our Kg and | 
roclaim the benefit of the Treaties, Promiſes or Oaths made tothem by the Papiſts. 


y that Edie. 


In that interim of his ſeeming kindneſs to the Proteſtants, and ſolemn profeſſions to thetn and ſome 
of the Proteſtant Princes, for their obſerving faithfully the Lax and Edi# of Nants, that aff for the 


French Proteſtants great Charter, there were all poſſible ſecres Contrivances and Pratices to prepa 


for that 


great Work, eſpecially in England, that hath long been the head of the Reformed Religion, anFthe Chief 
terror of the French Kino and the Popiſh World ; he ſhewed his fear of the People of England when he 
barbarouſly baniſhed his now Majef,and the late King in their diſtreſs, rather then diſpleaſe Cromwel;he 
therefore applyed his principal Councils and Endeavours todiſtract and weaken the Proreſtants of England, 
and to periwade and affiſt the late King covertly toincreaſe and ſtrengthen the Popiſh Party ; for that end 
his deareſt Confeſſor the Feſwite le Chajz, was ordered to correſpond with Mr. Coleman,that was then Secre- 


(a) See in Coleman's Letrers, in 
print publiſhed by the Parlia- 


ments command, 


tary to his now Majeſty, and the (a) Letters Confelled by him before thou- 
{ands, ſhewed that the Matter propoſed, was ro roct out of the Werld the 
Proteſtant Religion under the name of the Nerthern Hereſie ; and ten times 
more of the particulars of that wretched defign had appear'd,it all Mr. Cele- 


mans lateſt Letters for two years and a half that were brought te b;teha!, and many culled out of the 
reſt, had nor; been there ſupreſſed and kept from the ſightof the Parliament ; yet Mr. Coleman on his Tryal 
confidently avowed betore all the People that deſign, of Swbverting the Proteftam Religion, and that he was 
only a ſubordmate Miniſter in it. | 

It appears by thoſe Lerters, thatthe French Kings Money was to manage: that Work, and the Letters 
brought into Par/zament by the now Lord Mountage, acknowledged by the late Kimg to be written by his 
order,prove tothe world that the late King was content to beconie the French Kings Penſicner for frve bun- 
dred thouſand pound per annum to keep off the meeting of Parliaments; we had then diſcovered the increaſe 
of Pypery, and the danger of the Proteſtant Religion, and had chereugon formed the Parliaments Teft, and 


wete preparing other Law's for ſecurity againſt the Popiſh Deſigns. 


Ic 
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It hath alſo been manifeſt to the world, that all kind of Devices and Artifices that the Fe/aits Councils 
could invent wereabGut the ſame years uſed to pervert the Faith and Religion of the United Provinces, of © 
to betray them into the French Kings Power, or at leaſt a dependance upon him. 
Tis now notorious tothe world, that an agreement was made between the French King and his late Aa- 
jeſty of England toſubdue and divide choſe Provinces, that they might no more beeither a Supporr, orre* 
fuge for the Prereſtanrs. We crave pardon for our boldneſs, that we bly appeal ro your Highneſs whether. © 
your Integrity and Conſtancy in the Proteſtant Religion, and your Fidelicy to your Countries Freedom, . 
were not about thoſe years vainly attached by thoſe two Kings, or at leaſt by one of them, and whether * 
the Piety, Generoſity and brave {corn and indignation expreſſed attheir propoſals; did not fix an Enmi- 
ry in their hearts againſt you, che effe&s whereof you have ſuffered ever ſince. 1 2M 
The world hath alſo ſeen the Effects of the French Kings proſecution of the ſame deſign to take away Þ 
the ſupport of the Proteſtant Intereſt by his Penſions to the Chief Men of the Kingdom ot Sweden, and to Þ 
ſach as he could prevail with-in the Court of Brandenburgh, and all other Princes - Courts that adhere © 


to the Proteſtant mtereſt. 

Yet the Chief of his Expence was upon our late King and his Mimters and Comnſellors, who concurred © 7} 
in all the ſecret Practiſcs and Contrivances to weaken the Power of the Proteſtants, and to ſuffer the - Þ 
Greatneſs, Glory, and Terror of the French King to be advanced; bur he durſt never openly and avowed» = 
ly join with him in the great Work, againſt the Proteſtant Religion for fear of his Proteſtant Subjeftr, he | 
having tielided them with ſo many ſolemn Proteſtations of his Faithfulnef to their Religion and their Li- 7; 


berty. 

The French King found by experience, that the Parliaments had prevailed with our King, to break all = 
the meaſures that they had taken together for the deſtruction of the United Provinces, by obliging him t@ Lu 
a Seperate Peace with them, which had forced him to ler fall his then ſpreading Plumes, and-in crafty 
ways to ſeek and follicit a Truce, and therefore he durſt not during our _ life put in Execution 
his great Work , that he declares had been ſo long in his heart , thar Torments, Murders , "un 
and all fort of barbarous Cruelties to ſuppreſs the Profeſſors and Profeſſion of the Reformed Religion, and © 
intirely to race and expunge the Memory of it, as his' Editts and his Practices now declare to be his 
Intentions: Fe | 

That French King durſt not throw off his diſguiſe, and ſbew himſelf to be like a ravening Wolf to his 
Proteſtant Subjetts, until our now King had publickly eſpouſed the Popiſh Deſign, which he had together 
with him long proſecuted inthe dark, and until he had begun to invade the Proteſtant Liberties and Secn- 
rities, his putting the Military Powers in Popiſh bands, and ro demand the Parliaments Conſent, to a Law 
(WIN they refuſed ) to authorize him. to make -his Pepiſts the Guardians of the Proteſtants Religion 

The French King then knew that the People of England were in no capacity to interpoſe.in behalf of his 
Proteſtant Swhjefts, however he ſhould deitroy them, and as his Edit ſays, being by. the Truce without 
fear of diſturbance, he intirely applied himfalf co the great Deſign, he ſent his Dragoons to deſtroy the 
Poor Preteſtants Goods, and to torment their Bodies with more exuelry and inhumanity than was ever 
pratifed lince the Creation 3: herefolved for his glory (as his Clergy cold him) ro ſhew himſelf the firſt and met 
Huſtricus of the Churches Children, and the Extirpator of the Proteſtant Hereſy, which hey cold him wasa more 
ſolid-and immoral title then he acquired by all his Fg amphs E 

He then preſented that work of Extirpation as Saul did to frange Countries, breathing out threatnings © + 
and ſlaughter, he ſent ta the Duke of Savey, and as that Court complains, perſwaded and frighted that 
Prince into a molt Unchrijtian and Bloody Decree, to compel the moſt antient Proteftants in the Valleys of 
Piedmorg to turn Papiſts forthwith; and they being faichtul to their Re/igion, that Editt was perſued by the 
help of Ys Dragoons, and the harmleſs Proreftants tormented and murdered more cruelly than the worſt - 
of (b) Vengpine or Serpents, until they were utterly deſtroy'd,and their Country (5) See the relation of it printed: 
given to the Popiſts. Thai Court of Savoy ſeems ſtill (c) Alhamed of thachorrid wy See Dr. Buyzets- Letter from 
wickedneh, and 1ays tor their Excuſe, That the French King declared he would ils perſocalinquiry. 
root out theſe Proteſtants by bus own force, and poſſeſs tht Country; if the Duke would not have aſſiſted therein. 
The ſupprMlion of the Proteſtants of England hath been always eſteemed the principal part of the Popyſh 
delign to Extirpate the Prote/fant Religiow, and therefore all the Romiſh Councils, Palicies and Induftrics, 
their Conſpiracies, Poyſoning, and Maſſocres, have been Jong imployed about it, and have pertectly gained F 
our now King to ſerve their deſign; they have uniced hin with:the French King, that their Conjoyned = 
Councils, Treaſures and Strength, may finiſh their work of bringing Eng/and to the Obedience of their .F 
"Church. Its many ways Evident, chat both the Kings are under the likg condud, and owr King proceeds F 
it the ſame methods againſt us, wherein the French King hath been ſu ul to deſtroy the Proteſtants of Þ} 
his Kingdom, His firlt atterapt is to ſubvert owr Civil Government and Laws , and the Freedom, and being of 
our Parliaments, juſt as the French King firſt invaded the Su Authority of France , which was 
veſted in the Aſſembly of Eſtates, from whom alone he now derives his Crown. Our King in imitation of his _ 
Brother of France, ſtrives to bring all the Offices and Magiftracy of the Kingdom, that were legally ct the 
Peoples choice, to be ſolely and immediately depending on his Ab/o/ute will for their being, whether they 
ariſe by our Common Law or be inſtituted by Statutes or Charters. He endeavours by various Artifices to 
bring the diſpoſal of all the Properties and Eſtates of the People, and their Lives and Liberties to be at his 
meer will by a pervertion of the inſticuted courſe of our Fariesand by Fadges and a Chancellor fit for that 
purpoſe, and every moment dependant on his oo ; he ſeeks to make his Proclamatiogs and Declarations 

| 2 to 


39 Pooet (8) | 
(/ to have as much Power over our Laws, as the French Kings Edits. And after his Example he eſtabliſheth 
a mercenary Army to maſter and ſubdue the People to his Will. | 

If he can prevail in theſe things to overturn the Civil Government , then the Liberty of the Proteſtant 
/ Profeſſion and of Conſcience in all Forms, however ſeemingly ſetled by him, will be precarious, and he 
may as eaſily deſtroy it as the French King hath aboliſhed the irrevocable Edits, Treaties or Laws of his 
Kingdom, Confirmed by his Oarb, which were as good ſecurity to thoſe Proteſtants as any Magna Charta 
that our King can make for us,' or any A of a Convention with the name of a Parliament, which is poſ- 
ſible for him to hold in the Stare unto which he hath reduced the Kingdom. : WS 

Our King hath the ſame French Copy, by which he writ afluring the Proteſtants of Grace and Clemency, 
giving them Promiſes of Equal Liberty of Conſcience with his Papiſts, in preferring unto Offices and Imploy- 
ments thoſe whom he reſolves to ſuppreſs and ruin, preventing the Execution of Laws, and inallowing 
Liberty of Conſcience in ſome notions, and the outward forms of worſhip in the Chriſtian Religion, provi- 
ded always that they haveno regard or Conſcience for the ſubſtance of Chrifts Religion in Juſtice and righ- 
rcouſneſs, nor ſtumble at complying with him, or germs nam in the higheſt Crimes againſt Feſas Chriſt, 
by invading the Rights and Liberty of the Kingdom, and a uming a forcible Domination to opprels whom 
he pleaſe,which is a ſubvertion of the very foundation of Juſtice and Love amongſt men, and by Conſe- 
quence of the Rel:gion preached and eſtabliſhed by Chris. | Wt, 

Theſe marters of fact are ſelf-evidences, and clearly ſhew that our Grievous Oppreſſions by our King are 
\ the effects of the united Councils of the Popiſh Intereſt, whereof the French King 1s the Chief. That the 
Conſpiracy againſt true Religion and Liberties that now appearsin England,Comprizesall the Preteſtant Prin- 
ecs and States \n Europe; wa. TY is only firſt attacked as the principal Fortrels of the Proteſtant Profeſſion, 
if the three Kingdoms of England, Scutland and Ireland can be reduced into the pattern of the French K; 

' In Government and Region, and the ftrengthof them'be united againſt any ſingle Proteſtant State or Prince 
they {hall think tirto aflault,if they can by Arcificeskeep the reſt divided, which will not be hard for them; 
fo: there is little hope of any long defence of ſuch a State. 

The French King ſeems not unwilling to have it-known that the Popsſ deſign is General againſt all Pro- 
feſſion of the Preteftant Religion , tho eſpecially againſt England, he hath allowed the Biſhop of Coſnaes 
t;2ech ro him at Verſailes in 1685, to be publiſhed, who was authorized to be the Mouth of the Clergyof 
that Kingd:m, hs magnifies the King for ſupprefling the Proteſtants of his own Ringdom, and asks what 
they may not yet expett: England, faith he, & juſt offering to your Majeſty one of the moſt glorious occaſions 
that you can deſire; the King of England by the netd-which he will have of ſuccour and of the ſupport of 
your Arms,to maintain him in the Catholick Faith,will make you quickly find occaſion to give a protetion 


wholly of your felf. We know very well before the French Clergy declaredit by that Biſhop, that the ſame - 
head! that contrived che pervertiof of deſtruction of fo man maſtfions of che Proreſtanrs tri that King dom,CAle- 


ligned the ruin of the Engliſh Religion and Liberty : bur it ſurpriſed us, to Tee that ſpeech publiſhed by 

the French Kings nry's and that our King ſhould ſuffer the Tranſlation of it to paſs freely in England 

and thorow the Worid. We thoughtit.beneath'the Majeſty of a King of England to be content that his ſub- 

| jedts ſhould be told, that he was to cothe under the protection of a King of France, over whoſe Kings, and 
Kingdom, his Anceſtors had fo often triumphed; butic ſeems nothing is to be eſteemed inglorious that may 

ſerve the General Pop:ſh deſign of _Y the Proteſtant ge 52" x 

| We need not put your Hjs, in-mind that the ſameſpeech acknowledges thatthe Popiſh Councils, and Cow 
ſpiracy againſt Eng/and intend the like ruin to the Religion and Freedom of the United Provinces; that Biſhop 
tells the Kimg, that he hath undertook the your: 1 of new Countries there to re-eſtabliſh the Prelacy,the Re- 
ligious worſhip and the Altars, that Holland and Germany have been the Theater of his Vi&ories only that 

Chriſt might triumph there, that is, that the Papifs might trample upon the Proteſtants and theignRelipion, 

and this he ſpeaks, (as he ſays) in the very Spirit of the Church, ar.d fignifics their hopes of ſu againſt 
the poor Prote#ants to be unbounded, ſaying, what may we not yet Expect. 

We muſt freely Confeſs we were too ſlow robelieye this deſperate Popiſh Plot againſt the whole Proteſtant 
Profeſſion, and in our particular Caſe we have been deluded or Kingspromilesto prote and maintain 
| our Religion, our Laws and Government, until weſes them all undermined, and cherrain laid to blow them 
' up by a packed Conventionof men preingaged,perverted or corrupted toſerve the Kings will and deſigns,that 
*  ſhallaflumethe nameof Parhament:we were not ab inſenſible of the dangerof 017 Liberty in our Religion, 
and our Government from the time his ow Majeſty declared his late Majeſty to have been a Papiſt; but who 
faw that by their ſecret Conjoyned Councils they had not been able to prevent the making nod Laws to 
k ſecure the Proteſtants by Excluding Papiſts from our Parliaments, and all Offices and Imployments, and we ho 
+'4 that our Kings life would nor be ſufficient to overturn by degrees(as they had begunto proceed, )the br 
cellent foundations of our - Civil Government , nor to Extinguiſh the clear light of the truths of Chriit 
Profeſled in our Rel:gion; and we were affured that your H/s.minds were clearly inlightened in the Dodrines 
of the Proteſtant Religion , and adorned and accompliſhed with all Chri/tian and Royal Vertigy fit to poſleſs 
the higheſt throne. ESE | : 

Thereupon we incouraged each other to ſuffer with patience his Aajeſfties attemaptsagainſtour Lows and 
Liberties, 'preſumirig that your H/s. would ere long be our joyful deliverers to the Everlaſting Confuſion of 
the Papiſh defigns againſt our Government and Religion, and to the Vindication of the Innocency- of the 
Proteſtant Martyrs in all the Kingdoms of Europe. 

/ Bur as your Hs. were the greateſt objects of our earthly hopes, ſo the thoughts of her Royal Hg bneſſes 
ſucceſſion to the Crown in Conjunction' with your Highneſſes Virtues and Alitery proweſs and magnani- 


mity 


[ (16) - 
"LH ferionsProtefonts preſently apprehended, that a ſuppoſitirions Son was to abate Tur growing 
{| ypocabegr my all the P - ptr; he juftly looking upon her Royal Highneſs as Heireſs ay- 
perent to the Engl; Ange and Tour Highneſſes in all reſpects to be the firteft bead for roteffamt Intereſ 
gainft che Gener | | | 
"Tdey CONE. to. be neceſſary for ſupporting the Glory and Terror of the French King, againſt the 
greatning + pars Towr Hig bmeſſes by the ExpeQtancy of the Engliſh Crows ; "rip known that he dreads Youy 
Highneſſe: Vindication and recovery of your own rights from his manifeſt wiolence and rapine, and your Porre 
e of the Proteſtant Intereſt in all Exrope, againſt his Arbitrary atnd Bloody Defigns. | $6 
"He knows that if her Royal Higbneſs ſucc-eds ro the Crown of England, he will be quickly inca 


| pable of 
proſecuting bis cruel Intentions againſt the Proteſffents of other Countries, and, it may be, ſcarce capable of fup- 
ti ure and trivm | 


poreng bis over his miſerable Subjes. | 

Very — 8 or 9 Months, that'the Queen might bring forth a Son, was for the Pepih 
advantage, if the trick ſhould bave failed in the Tſe by any ggag accident ; it made a ftand for a time of. 
the Protefants of all Countries in the great rions from Tour Highneſſes ; it raiſed Trivmphant bopes in 
aſl hers Countries ; it ſtrengthened the Engliſh Papi; hands and hearts to proſecute their defign Fignevaliy; 
it incouraged Corrupt ahd Time-ſerving Protefanrs in Profeſſion ro fafl in'with their Porry, arid prevaite; 
with many weak Diſſester: to make them believe a Sncceffion of Popiſh Princes, and that their Liberty of Cow- 
ſcience is, only to be expetted from them , and that therefore rbey ought to ſerve in their 'imploy- + 


ments. 

When we ſaw the Incredulity and Mockery of the mulcitude at rhe ftory of rhe Oucens Belly, and 
the ſad apprebenſions of the more Confiderate, that for the politick ſupport of the Popifh defign a Counterftit 
Sow of the nyt wa 1g on g'- nos mop TR oy _ p memorials of the 
ri/e, 5 and j[«e of the whole matcer (a far as we could get intelligence ).We preſently perceived that 
te Fey hr were the prime reporters and tnoft Confident Aſter: of the undoubted =d.. of the mat- 
ter ; and they boldly rook upon them to preſage, that the Lueen Was with Child of x Boy, that was to finiſh 
the ſetilement of their Church in England, as Certainly as if they bag ſeen the To poety formed in her 

ir Cue in the Manage- 


| [Womb, or rather as if they had been privy to the Plot of a Suppoſititious Boy, and had 
" ment of it. | =, 
Their manner of talk and boefing increaſed the general ſuſpitios; we knew thar ſort of Priefs maimained 
the vileſt wickedneſies to be Jawful for cheir Church”; ra Re chey have been notorious for jm 
poFtures and Forgeries of all ſorts.; they once Forged an Eternal Goſpel, (as they caſted it) to ſapport the Or- 
ders of the Mendicant Fryers; atid if we may believe ſorne of thettiſelves, chey have a Farber Ticler in ſome rich 
Convent: to forge titles to any mans land adjoyingto theirs when the Comveny: have a mind to them : thoſe 
Frieft; contrived Lucen Mary: great belly for a counterfeit Heir to the Crown, to have Carried ontheir Cathoknk 
cauſe ; and as great publick Triumph arid ſolemy Prayers for her Belly were twade ar Rome, and in afl Popifh Coun- 
ries, as bave been made in our Luecens Gy 3 ; but their deſign was unfuckily croſſed when her Deliverance was 
, and their Joys and Prayers ir not.” a ee a ds | 
Some of thoſe Priefts were the Hyents for the Bloody and unnatural UJarpation of oor Ring Richard the 
third. A Prieft Preached at PauPs Croſs to make rhe People believe rhar Keg Edward 4. his elder 
Brother , whoſe Sov: King Richard had Murthered, was a Beftard, not the lawful Soz of Rich. D. of Tork, 
and that Richard was the true Legitimate Son, and had been a long rime wronged of the Crown belonging 
eo him. | | | 
Je was a Prief?*, invention and management, to ſet up Lonvberr Symvel, a Bakers Son, againſt Xing H, 7. 
Counterfeiting bim to be: Earl of Warwick, and laying Claim to the Crown, and was Proclaimed Kine m 
Ireland, and marched into England with a good Army to maintain his Pretence: and by the like advice Pr 
 &inWarbeck, another Contr was ſet up agairift che fame MH. 7. by Mergaret Dutcheſ; of Burgundy, to be 
*;* Richard the younger Son of Ed. 4. and madeſuch a confiderable party in Ire/and, and was fb received and 
*Þ) - afliſted inScorlong, that he bid air for the Crown: and wecould not forget what a cheating trick; Feſuits 
+ invented and praftiſed of later years about procuring an Heir to a Crown that is become their <5 ſupport in 


$: The Remembrance of theſe, and many other wicked. fraud: of the Rewiſh Priefs of thelike im change 
” the Succeſſions of Crowns to ſerve their Church, and ſeeing'them ſo bulie and induſtrious to ater wont s 
 * minds with an opinionthat the .Zucen had a great belly, and that it was a Son, when it was impoſſible in Na 


+ - rureto be known, if ſhe had been thenreally pregnant; theſe chings, we ſay, put togecher, confirmed our /u/: 
* pitions that they acted a part as they were influenced, and that a Counterfeir Son might be reſolved on to beer 
.. up for Prince of Wales, as common fame confidently reported. 

/. The ColleQtions and Obſervations we have ſince made of rhe things that occurred during the Queer: ſuppo=- 
{” ſed pregnancy, and about her pretended Del:wery of this Son , have made the trach of the marter {fo plain in 
© oura ions, that now we no more ſuſpect, but conclude and 'believe this pretended Princeof WF gles to 
2 bea meer Counterfeit, and we. hold it our Duty to Towr Highreſſer; to our Country, and to the whole Proteſtant 
> Intereff(this Cbi/d being ſer up againſt all theſe) ro ſet before you all the Memorials we have taken in the whole 

- > matter, ſeveral of us at leaſt having been very near the Comre during the whole Tranſattion. 
7 Wecrave leave to put Tur Higbneſſes in mind, that before we can convincingly ſet forth the ſpecial, 
| and particular Fes and Circumſtances that we have remarked in this matter, *tis neceflary that we 
© 7 ficit cemember and-evince the truth of ſome general Conclufiogs about the Proofs and Eyidences where- 


by 


without farther heſitation or Inquiry, | 
kind of Rules of Fufice or Law whatſoever to be in truth born of the Queen. ; 
The fir certain Concluſion to paar is this, That. by the Univerſal Rules of Juſtice and Equity, * 
|; our { that Cted or hoped to be the Heir of the Crown of three Kingdoms, and to © 
ſer aſide an undoubted Herreſs apparent, and alſo the right ExpeRance of a warlike Prince, and 
/ )* we ſay, fuch a Child oughtto bave been atteſted to be born of the Body of the 
| in knowledg of proper Wirneſſes ſuitable to the caſe and concern, in ſo greata If 
and of fuch unſpotted fame, undoubred Ambority, and perfeCt indifferency, that the Proofs of 
could never have been reaſonably drawn into doubt or queſtion, cicher in Evgleud or any other | 
Kg ar ffs. © | 
Queens Body had naturally and really made an entry in the moment of bis Birrb, upon the | 
her K ow. Mini ig ugh pegged ang s apparent to the Crown, | 
wil Fuftice, nor the Law of any Civil Government, will allow or ſuffer entries ro 
and perſdns to be outed of the Rights they apparently had in Judgment of Law, withour 
ufficient proof either of right Paramount to the others, or a determination of thoſe former Rights 
[ 


l;fb Laws, and ſpecial Statute; for that purpoſe, abhor any oy upon the a2parent legal Right 
of another, .cither of the Will of the King, orof any Subject; the Admillion of ſuch a Practice is ablolutely 


deſtruttive of Pr and all.Covil Faſtice and Government ; it dilſolves the whole Civil Government, and 


Upon theſe certain infallible Foundations we baild our Concluſion , That this ſuppoſed Prince of 
Wales, Born Queen, ought by the Laws of England , the Fundamental Rale: of all 
Civil Fuſtice overnment, and by .the nnalterable Laws of God, to be manifeitly proved by them 
that pretend :it, beyond all poſſible Contradiftion, in ſuch manner as is deſcribed and ſpecified in the 
preceding Concluſion, and ſuch proofs ought to have been publickly divulged and made known to 
a7 af Foes the 6 , before his Patrows ", guoendeLy his _ upon ber Rogel 

obneſ/es Right, '1n wdgment of apr Laws repu the Heireſs apparent to 
—_ of England , co aſſume to him Glory , which her Highneſs juſtly bad in 
England, and all medows and Sta ta be a the next Succeſſor to the Crown of 
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But che of the pretended Prince of Wales was attended with ſuch Circumſtances, that Juſtice requi- 
red that his Birth of the Lween ſhould have been teſtified by a plenty of ſuch Hirneſſes as their proof mighe 
have amounted to the higheſt degree of Certainty that is poſlible to be built upon tumane Teftimony ; doubt- 
leſs the Circurmftences of his pretended Birih were very extraordinary. 

It was generally reputed and believed, that the Queen's ſickneſſes and infirmities had diſabled ber to bring 
forth a living Child. The- tamous Pbyſician Dr. #//;s ſhewed that opinion to bis Brerbren, of one of bes * 
Children, when her Majeſty was much ſtronger, ſaying, there were mals famine wiie; and the popular opi- 
nion therein was confirmed by ſeveral yeers experience. = 

Ir- was notorious that rwo hundred to one throughout the Kingdow did not believe the report that ber 
Majeſy: was with Child, notwithſtanding all that was ſaid of itby the Kg and the &weer, and the Projers 
1njo ther-7non. | | | i 
Ehar her Majeftys,pregnancy was as little believed in foreign Protefant Countries, as in England ; and i 
Pampble:s were publiſhed in ſeveral Comntries as well avin Englond, that declared the Report of the Queens k 
being with Child, ro be nothing more than an Artifice of the Feſuirs, by 'thoſe hopes:of a Pepiſh Succeſſor to 
the Crown, 12 encn their Carbolicks in their Deſigns, and to gain Proſelyces. 

It was publickly known, that there was a yealoulie- in the greateſt part of the Kingdom, that the Popiſh 
Councils had deligned to impole upon them a counterfeit Prince of Wates. . 

| | here 


(12) ; 
"There were alſo Circumftatices about the Birth of this ſuppoſed Prince, of another ſort, and noleſs impor- 
\ tant. lt was the general opinion, that the Security or Danger of the Profeſſion of the Proteſt an: Religion, not - 
only in England, bat in all the Kingdoms and States of Europe, would be the certain conſequence of ter Maje- 
' ſtics bearing or not bearing a Prince of Wales. | | | F ” 
The Birth of ſach a Prince was to be a greatdiminntion of many Prixces and Princeſſes in their ExpeCtancy 
- and Right to the Succeſſion to the three Crowns, and threatned England with the Danger and Miſery of 
falling under an Infant Prince in name, and in truth under the Domination of Rope. | 
[I All theſe ſpecial Circumſtances attending the birth of this ſuppoſed Prince of Wales, being of ſuch nature, 
1, © Import and number, as the like never met together before in the 'ExpeCtations of the birth of any Prince-in 
the world. In this Caſe Natural Juſtice, common to all Nations, and the praCtical reaſon of the ſpecial Cuſto- 
mary Law of Englandin the proof of Matters of faft, we fay, both univerfal Juſtice and the Peculiar Law 
of England required indiſpenſibly, that there ſhould have been ſuch proper proof that this ſyppoſed Prince 
was born of the Queen, as was anſwerable unto all the ſpecial Circumſtances in the caſe , ſuch proof as had 
comprehended the objections that might ariſe from every of them, as fully as was poſlible in rhe nature of the . 
things, that the teſtimony of his birth might have been ſufficient to have ſatisfied the moſt jealons and diſtruſt 
ful about it in our own and foreign Countreys, and to have removed all the prejudices againſt it that were 
known to have been ſpread far and near by Common fame. ONE BT | Lt 
It was abſolutely neceſſary in Juſtice, Law and Prudence, to have had ſuch proof of his birth as our preces» 
/ dent canclufion hath aſſerted : that is, | he 
That there had been Teſtimony of it, of perſonal and abſolutely certain knowledg. Women to have teſti> 
fied their Perſonal ſight and perception of that very individnal Child coming naturally out of the Þ#een; womb; 
and men to have witneſſed their immediate free and full fight and inſpettion of that very Child by the womens 
aſliſtance in his pure natural nakedneſs, with all the known marks and tokens of his being juſt ſeparated from 
_ the womb, and from thoſe other things that are natural to the birth of a Child, the effets of ſich ſeparation 
being there viſible, and impoſſible to be hidden ; ſuch Teſtimony is always provided for in the birth of every 
Prince of the blood in France, tho never ſo remote from the Crown. we ih 

That the witneſſes of thoſe matters had been fit and proper witneſſes, ſuitable to the greatneſs of the Perſons 
and things that might be in queſtion, and to the vaſt Extenſive Conſequence that may enſue thereupon. Natnre 
or the firſt light from God Created in the minds of mankind, ditated the equity of thoſe Roman imperial Laws 
that appointed thoſe which aſſerted filiation or marriage,to prove them by fit or proper and moſt nnqueſtionas 
ble witneſſes ; moſt of the Writers about thoſe Laws ſerve themſelves therein of theſe Words ſeverally, which 
we will for ſhortneſs put together ; Matrimonium & filiationem qui aſſerunt , debent probare per teſtes ido» 
mos omni Exceptione majores , they that alledg a marriage or a Child being, by virtoe wherool they claim; 
ought to prove it. by witneſſes that are above or beyond all poſſible Exception ; in this caſe there onghtto 
have _ ſuch he witneſles that nothing could have been objeCted againſt them in any reſpett either by Engliſh» 
menor Foreigners. | 33 Py _ 

That the witneſſes that Law and Prudence required of both ſexes, kad been fit and proper in reſpett of their 
years, or age; that the women had been Matrons, whoſe gravity and ſobriety were fic to attra& ſome decent 

 Teverence from the men of like quality,in their Expoſing to them nakedly the works of nature as was unayoida- 
"bly neceſſary. | | 3 
"That boy had been fit and proper in regard of their ſuficiency of knowledg and underſtanding in the matr- 
ters of Child-bearing, ſuch as knew by Experience all thoſe works of Nature, in what manner the 'Mothers 
ought to be and are Cuſtomarily treated in their real travel and Child-bearing, and immediately after it,' and 
what are the natural Symptoms in the Mother, that Accompinie the real bringing forth of a Child before ic 
hath been its natural time of nine Months in the womb, and at its due natural time, and alſo the ſigns of a 
Child perfettly grown in the womb, or brought to light before its time of perfeCtion: it was of neceſlity that 
the witneſſes had been of ſuch knowledg and experience in all theſe Matters, or ſo ſufficiently informed about 
them by others of skill and faithfulneſs, that it might have been Evident to the Kingdom tha witnefles 
. could notbe impoſed upon, deluded, or deceived by any Cunning Artifices to believe this pretEnded Prince to 
have been born of the Queen, if he werejin truth ſuppoſititious and Counterfeit. 

The General Rules of our Canon Law required, that the Witneſſes had been publickly known to the 
Kingdom by their Perſons or their Names, their Intereſts, Concerns or Imployments ; our Fundamental 
Laws have raken care that all matters of FaCt ſhould be decided by Juries of the Neighbourhood where the 
FaQts are done, that the Witneſſes that teſtifie them, maybe known to the Jurors ; and Fraud is always ſuſ- 
pected, if perſons unknown to the Neighbourhood of the Fatts be produced to witneſs them, unleſs there 
be manifeſt reaſon for their knowledg of the Fact better than thoſe that were near to the place, and known to 
the Jurors. - 

he reaſon of our Law is of impregnable force in the caſe of the ſuppoſed Prince, that the Witneſſes of his 
Birth ſhould be perſons publickly known, on whoſe knowledg, truth and credit, the whole Kingdom and the 


| : | Chriſtian World ſhould rely in a matter of ſuch vaſt conſequence. Obſcure unknown perſons never publickly 
Ly 'named or heard of in this or any foreign Kingdom , and” above all obſcure foreigners, French or Italians, 
: a or others, ought not to be deemed fir or competent Witneſſes to ſarisfie the Kingdom in this Fat: indeed when 


Circumſtances are conſidered, it will bezevident that their pretended Teſtimony ought to be rejeted ; and 
if it be offered, it juſtly puts a prejudice upon their prerences, in regard thete was a whole Kingdom, 
beſides all the Eminent Miniſters of Foreign Princes and States, out of which Witneſſes might have been 

| TS (e- 


( i3. ) | +81 


ſcletted that were publickly known and heard of by all the People 3 and the neceſſity of it was never ſo mani». , 
feſt in any caſe, it being known to his Myjeſty and his whole Court, that the ©weens being with Child, was not 29 


generally believed either in England or Foreign Countries, 


Common Fuftice required that the Witneſſes had been fit and proper, in reſpect of their high difingaiing 'I 
biſhop. Ws 22 


or Biſhops 3 or had been by Birth or Creaton of the degree of the greatelt Nobility of the Kingdom; or that their | 


Quality z cither that they had been digniticd with ſome of the higheſt Eccleſiaſtical Dignitier, as A 


extraordinary Worth had taiſed their Reputation, and had been honoured with the great and eminent Offices 
of Truſt in the Realm. 


Our Laws are irapartial to High and Low in hearing the Teſtimonies of Witneſſes in every Caſe z, and therefore oy : 


they duly conſider both the Circumltances of every Fat to be proved, and of every Witneſs, and his Capa- 
city fo prove it. Our Laws indeed judge not, Truth and Integrity to be annexed and. intailed to Dignity, No- 
bility or Greatneſs ; yet they juſtly claim the Teſtimonies of pexſons of great Dignity ih the Church, or of No- 
ble Birth, and raiſed. Knowledg and Fortunes, and independent upon others, as more free from exception 
( which this Cafe requires ) than thoſe that are of weak underltandings, without the advantage of excellent 
Breedibdg and Infiruction; or indigent, and bound to depend upon Favour of others for their ſupport, like 
Nurſer and Midwives, and other Servants, 0 
Therefore (Ceteris paribus) (the Capacity and Probability of knowing the Facts and the Indifferency of Wit- 


neſſes of High and Low degree being equal) our Laws jultly allow moſt Weight and Credir to the Teftimony. | 1 


of dignified and noble Witneſſes, and they are therefore required to prove the Fact of a Prince's Birth, wliere- 
upon. depends the Right and Title to Kingdoms to exclude the a parent Right of one, and to put Inother into 
» poſſeſſion of the lame. { 

Our Laws preſume Perſons of ſuch high degree to have greatcr ſenſe and regard to Conſcience, more gene- 
rolity and contempt of Falſhood, and more tenderneſs of their Honor than thoſe of Low Corditzon, and wpon 
that preſumption, Noblemins Affirmations, upon their Honor, are in 1nany Caſes accepted by our Favs in lieu 
of their Oaths,unto which all others are obliged in the ſame or like Caſcs; and tor that rcalon thew Deelarations 


of the Birth of 'a Prince, without their making Oath therc cf judicially, have been as certainly relied upon by 
the Kingdom in the Deſcent of the Inheritance without Diſpute, as if they had ſworn their knowledg in the 7 


forms of Juſtice. 
There are alſo other circumſtantial Reaſons ( unto which our Laws have regard ) for the greateſt value to be 


put upon the Teſtimony of the Nobility of both Sexes about the Birth of a Prince 3 they are mot accuſtomed to 


the preſence and converſation of the King and Deen. 


Such Ladies are juſtly preſumed to be free from' too great awful Diſtances, Common to thoſe of lower Bua- 


lity; and to have more Audacity and Confidence to maks ſich near Approaches to the een in her Travel and 
bringing forth, as are neceſſary, that they may be ocular Witneſſes that they have ſeen the Child in its very 
Birth; and ſud Nobles are more bold and free to take ſuch a ſcarching view of the Child in its naked Naturals as 


may make them knowing Witneſſes of ite Rigth. ood ob Galutgly counters Hit They are not deluded: with a Suppoſi- : 


titious 

Such Noble Witneſſes are alſo known to have greater Obligations upon them than others, to prevent all roſſi- 
ble Queftions and Diſputes that may ariſe by any uncertainties about the Succethon to the Crown, which may di- 
vide and deſtroy the Kingdom, and their great Intereſt and Poſterities ; their Conditions and Fortunes are ſuppoled, 
by our Laws, to be above temptations by Bribes of Wealth, or Honowr, to connive at falſhood, or to ſtoop to 
ſerve a Comnterfeit Prince. | | 


Upon all theſe Conſiderations, the Witneſſes of the Birth of every Engliſh Prince ought to be of ſuch High and © q | 


Noble Bmality; and it was known to have been intinitely more neceſſary, that the reaſon of our 1 aw had been 


exactly obſerved in the caſe of this Swppoſed Prince, than ever it was ſince the foundation of the Kingdmm ; there 
never was any ſuch occaſion to have ſtopped the mouth of Pxblick, fame, or to have ſhewed the jultly jealous Srub- 


jefs, that there were ſuch fit and proper peas that a Prince was now born of the een, 2s were unquetiion- 
able, wit any poſſible exception, whoſe truth and faithfulneſs might be relied upon ſecurely. Fuitice alfo 
required, for full ſecurity, that there had been competent and ſufficient numbers of thoſe fit and proper Witneſſes ; 
at leaſt that there had been ſo many of them as were able to obviate all ways and practices of 
could not have been ſuppoſed to be poſſible that a Fraud had been put upon them. 
This fort of Camtion is always juſt and neceſlary in the Birth of our Princes; but in the preſent caſe there could 
have been no honeſt end, intention, or pretence to have confin'd themſelves to a ſmall number of Witnſſes of a 
fait, wherein a Kingdom, known to be filled with juſt ſuſpitions of an Impotture to be put uyon them, were 


to be ſatisfied meerly by the Witneſſes averrment, and a Noble Princeſs alſo to be excluded from being, Hein ap- 


- 


parent to the Crown. 


Our Laws require Witneſſes of Fas anſwerable to the Nature and Circumſtances of them , and always require - 


ample Teftimonies, when the Parties that are obliged to prove them, had it in their powers and choice, without 
charge or burden to themſelves, to haye multiplied their Wieneſſes to what number they had pleaſed, and could. 


not be ignorant of the wſefielneſs or neceſſity of it z and yet more eſpecially if the fa were {uch, uw hercby Great 


. Benefit was to accrue to them, and Anſwerable Loſs unto others ; in ſuch a Caſe it would much abate the ſtrength 


of the proof in the courſe of the Law, if there were ſuch a ſmall number of Witneſſes as might leave room for _ 


any objeion, or the lealt doubt of the fad. 

The ancient Roman Imperial Laws in the Caſcs of Sulj-&r, when there was a Poſthumucs to be born that might 
exclude another Heir apyarent, We ſay, thoſe Laws in common natural Equity to prevent a ſupp:Ftitions Child, 
appointed thirty days notice to be given to the apparent Heir,and on. others whoſe Right was concerned, of the a | 
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deccit, that it. 
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peed time of her Travel, and dclivery, that on the behalf of the Heir apparent, Women might be ſent.to bes 
preſent to ſee the Birth of the Child thac might become the Heir ; that Law contned the number to hive free 
Wonicn to be fent, allowing her that was to be delivered to have alſo tive Women of her own«huſing, and 
no more; ſo that the number tobe preſcnt at her delivery ſhould not exceed Ten, beſides two Midwives, and fix 
Maid Servants that were no Witneſles. 

'} This Rule was ſet down politivcly in the Empire, as the Diftate of natural Equity and Prudence ; and al- 
\*] thongh England hath no politive written Law, that preſcribes any ſet number of F riends to be ſent in ſuch a 

& | cale by the Heir apparent, to {ce the Birth of ſuch a Child, yet the Cuſtom and Pradtice Dn in evcry ſuch caſe 
( tho? no Fraud be ſufſpe&ted)) to give notice to the next Heir, and that ſome of their Fricuds are cultomari- 
ly ſent (to what number they pleaſe ) to be preſent at the Birth of the Child, that may be an Heir to the Ex- 
clution of another. | 
That pradtice with us is not of Favour, but of Legal Right ;- our Common Law generaly Sipds all chat 
ſt up a claim to any thing that another hath, to give ſuch Notice of his pretence as is uecdful .to make his 
juſt defence if he can, and to prove the Fat whereby he claims, by ſuch a number of Witneſles as may pur the 
Truth of it out of doubt to the Court of Judicature z but that number in the Courſe of cur Law is greater 
or {maller, according to the Cauſe that appears of jealouſy or diſtruſt of the Truth of the Fact pretended. 

Theſe Rules of our Law, and the Reaſons of them fully include the caſe of a Pretence ot a'Child co be 

born to exclude an Heir apparent ; and if there were many known grounds of ſuſpition mn any uch caſe, that 
it was deſigned to ſet-up a ſwppoſititions Child, and a notorious Common fame of* it, and no notice. were given 
of the time expected of the Childs Birth, hoped to be Heir, to the then Heir apparent, or to any that had ex- 
petances of the Juheritances z We fay, in ſuch a caſe, by the Rules and Practices of our Laws, a {mall num- 
ber of Witneſſes of the Birth of a Child ought not to be belicved, ſince they that ſhould claim for ſach a Child, 
' might by due notice to the Partics concerned have had ſuch Witneſſes as had put the Childs Birth beyond all 

uc{iion, RE | a 7 
: Certainly by the reaſon of our Common Law, there ought to be a much greater number of Witneſſes of | the 
Birth of every of our Prixces, than of the Birth of the Subjefis Heirs ; but our Law $538 that the Birth of 
this pretended Prince of Wales (ſhould have bgen proved by a greater number of Witneſſes than was ever needful 
heretotore, in the caſe of a Prince z there ought to have been ſo many fit and proper Perlgns preſent at his 
pretended Birth, that it might have becn manifeſt to all that had heard it, that the Eyes of fo many Witneſs 
ſes of ſuch Condition, Knowledg, and Judgment, could not have been deceived in what they had teſtified to 
have known, and ſeen ; the nwmber ought to have been ſo conſiderable, that there could have been no rea- 
+ ſonable Suſpition, that ſo many of both Sexes, and of various Dignities, Honours and Intereſts ( and ſome 
of them of Conſangainity with the former Heireſs apparent ) had made a Confederacy amongſt themſelves to 
abuſe the Kingdom with a Cownterfeit Prince, and that ſo many had kept cach others Counſel in a Fraud and 
Faiſhood fo odious and injurious. ERS [nL126 

It had been common Prudence as well as Juſtice to the Realm, that the 1wmges of rhe Birth had been very 
many, that amongſt ſuch a Nember - Jome of them might have been known in one part of the Kingdom, 
and others in another Part, and that ſome of their Names and Qualities might have been known in Foreign 
Countries, and for that Reaſon the Miniſters of Foreign Princes ( according to Cuſtom ) ought to have been 
ſome of the Witneſſes > the Peoples knowledg of the Names , ties, Or Perſons of the Witneſſes had 
much conduced to their fuller aſſurance of the Truth ; it would have appeared to them incredible and als 
molt impoſſible that the Integrity of ſuch, and {0 many Witneſſes, could have been attacked cither ſeparately or 
z0intly. | Y | 1 
J FE. t'on the contrary, ſeeing Cuſtom and Law required a job number of fit and proper Witnefſes to have made 
up a Teſtimony of the Birth ot a Prince, that might have en truely ſaid to have been onani tone. majuis 
above all pollible Objetions againſt it 3 and fecing the wit of Man cannot invent a reaſon why the King 26d 
the Patrons of this pretended Prince of Wales did not provide ſuch _ and unqueſtionable Teftimgnies, that he 
was born of #h: Queen, when they could not be ignorant that it was the voice of common Fame wF England and 
Foreign Countries, that her Majeſties Conception of a Child was meerly Fifitions, and that a Juypef 


; nittons Pri 
deligned ; and ſeeing no Excuſe or Pretence is publiſhed for the neglef? or failure of ſuch a efttmony of his birth, 
we ſay (the Circumſtances of the Caſe being conlidered) it's molt unjuſt to expe, or demand of Your High- 
neſſes, or of the People of England, or of Foreigners, a belief and acknowledgment that this pretended Prince of 
Wales was born of the ©Qwcen. 

As our Common Law informs us, who are fit and proper Witneſſes, whoſe Teſtimonies ought to be re- 
ceived in this Caſe, and in the proof of all Matters of Fact reſpeQively ; fo the ſame declares who are deemed 
to be unfit, and-difabled to be Witneſſes in all the various and reſpeQtive Owrſtions of Fad1 ; it ſhews whoſe 
Teſtimonies ought not to be. heard, and much leſs believed in divers forts of Fatis that come into queſtion. 
If your Highneſs and the Kingdom be told of the preſence of ſuch perſons to have bcen at the Birth of this 
tended Prince , as ought not by our Laws to be accounted Witneſſes , nor their averrments in the caſe to 
be hcard by yow Hſs. or the Kingdom, and much leſs to be allowed to be of any Validity in the Common 
28 courſe of our Courts of | Judicature, it parties concerned to prove a Fati do knowingly offer for Wit- 
BI n:{ſſes ſuch as our Laws reject in the Fads m queſtion, it turns to the prejudice of their other proot ; we are 
ns * therefore obliged to acquaint your Highneſſes with the AGions, Owalities, Reſpctis and Cirenmiſtances that have 
IF d:i(abled many by force of our Common Law to be heard as Witneſſes of the Birth of this pretended Prince of 
os Wales. 

TN Firſt, Ozr Laws utterly diſable all thoſe to be heard in the Caſe, that have received either gifts of Money, 
Ty 


is) | 
or Honmrs, or arty othet Reward or B:mfits whatſoever for their pretended Afiſtance about his Bw, or by 
reaſon or occafion of that pretence 3. "tis the Common Pratji/e of our Law, that when a J#ime/7 is produced, 'the 
adverſe Party may examine him upon his Oath whether he hath had Money or other Reward or Gif:,/ireiy or in- 
diretily, for or by reaſon of the matter in queſtion,or from the Party in whoſe behalt he is nebl uced to teſtitie, 
or from any of his Friends z if he cannot acquit*himſ{clf thereof by his Oath, thaugh it cannot be proved 4- 
gainit him, our Impartial Law deems ſuch a perſon not only to be partial in'the Caſe, but corrupted, aid bribed, 
and »mporthy to be beard. ; Sn. 

Our Law will not admit thoſe to be Witneſſes for the Birth of this freppsſed Prince of Wales, that have any 
Promiſe, Expetiation or Hopes of any Advancement, Office, Place, or Benefit by or under him , if he thall be 
received and allowed by the Kingdom to be Prince of Wales 4, they that cannot purge then {elves by their 
Oaths from all ſuch Promiſes, Expettations and Hopes, are not in the Judgment of our Law perions indef{erent 
and nconcerned in the Event of the Matter in queſtion , nor tit to be heard as Witneſſes , their Teſtimonies being 
partly for themſelves, and their own Benctit 3 and the allowance of fuch Teſtimonies in Judicature 
would in conſequence ſubvert a}l Civil Juſtice and Government. Our Law cxchudes all from being, Wimncſes 
rw ſupport the pretence of the ſuppoſed Prince of Wales , as have ſuch dependance on the Patrons and Main- 
rainers of him, that they are in danger of damage and loſs by them of any kind, it they thowd dilpleate 
them in their Teſt:mony. Our Laws judg all ſuch not to be free and of their own A'ght in the Cale, but 
bound to ſerve and pleafe the Patrons of -the Canfe, and therefore preſume that they may be corrupted |y tear 
of loting the Advantages they love, if they ſhould impartially declare the whole Truth, and nothing but the 
Truth of the matter. | | | 

Our Laws ſeek to know the naked and entire Truth of all Fats that come into lega! queſtion or Contett, 
and will not admit of any to be IW:tneſſes of them, *nnlefs they appear to be free from Fears of any Pr:jirdc. ro 
theroſelves by ſpeaking the Truth impartially. We arc intorced by the Concern of all the Proteſtants, to fpea 
more plainly than-we would 3 we mufi fay, that all that hold Offices of Profir and Honowr during the Kos 
Wil, are by the Laws of England excluded out of the Number of fit and competent Witneſſes abont the Birth of 
this Child , whom His Majefty hath prochaimed and maintains to be Prince of Wales 3 our good Laws have 
regard to humane infixmitics, and will not put a tempration upon men to ſuffer them to be Witnfſer m mat» 
ters, wherein they may damnifie themſelves in the tols ot their Offices, it they happen to difpleaſe their Maſter 
in his concern inthe caſe, by teftifying clearly the whole Truth of it 3 they are not free in the Judgment, of 
our Laws, to ſpeak the 7] ruth without fear, and for that reafon are not to be received by the Kingdom as Wits * 
neſſes in this Cafe. | | 

Our Laws will never allow or ſuffer any to be Witneſſes in this Caſe, who are known, or may be proved to 
have Enmity or Prejudice of any kind upon any account whatſoever to Her Royal! Highneſs, againtt whom molt 
mgenrmnge this ſuppoſed Prince contends z ſhe having been moſt unqueſtionably the Heir apparent. ot the Crown, 


and juſtly fo remaining until the Kingdom (hall farieed V F ſuScient Number of Lewful Witnſles, that there 
is a Prince born, whereby nercramt e next Succciiion [hall be poſtponed. The quettion of Fact to be dect- 


ded by Wines is apparently between her Royal! Hinbn:ſs and this forpeſed Prince z and tis a_ legal unanfwer- 
able and conclufive Exception againſt any to be received for Witneſſes aginſt her in his Behalf, that they are de- 
clared Enemies to ber, and the Profeſſed Proteſtant Religion , the deſtruftion whereof they are bound in Conſi- _ 
ence to endeavour 3 and for that reaſon ſuch known Enemies to her right of Succellion to the Crown, that their - 
Church have decreed and declared ber Right, and tie Right of all Proteftants to any Authorities, to be ablolutcly 
forfeited to the Papiſts for Proteſtant Herehie. | 

It cannot be denied, that all that are ſincerely Roman Catbolicky , and believe their own Church. do jud 
Her Royal Highneſs to be an Excommunicated Heretick by their Church, and: that all Her Rights in poſlattt- 
on and reverhion are thereby confiſcated , and that they are all obliged by the Law of ti eir Chih, in 
Conſcience of their Religion, and by the hope of Pardon of thcir fins, to defeat and deftroy by all ways and 
means in their, Power,all Her Pretenſions to the Deſcent of the Crown upon her, and to afſtift to the inveſting 
the, Right to the Succefſion in a Roman Catholick We might here add, that our Engliſh Papiſts arc all in Vrion 
and Communion with the Pope, as appears by his Nntio in London 5/ and he is by the ancient Laws and Srarretes 
of this Realm declared the Pwblick or Common Enemy of the Kingdom near two hundred ycars before Henry the 
Eighth. : | | 

Tis manifeſt that the Engliſh Papiſts are declared Enemies to Her Royal Highneſſes Right in this Cats between 
her and the pretended Prince of Wales, and therefore by the Laws of England x 0 cannot be Witnefles ot the Fact 
in queſtion, neither ought their Teſtimonies thercin to be offered to the Kingdom to Delude the People, | | 

The Civil Law ſo fully concurs with our Common Law in rejecting Encmics to be Witneſſes in the 
cauſe of their Enemy , that it denies to give credit to what they may teſtifie in the cauſe of their Enemy 
with their dying, Breath after they have received: the Excharift ; that is the General Corclution of the Do- 
Qors of that Civil Law , Inimicws etiamſi in articulo mortis conſftitutus, & accepiſſet Fuchriſtiom, repelitur a tettin0- 
mio cauſe ſui inimici. We mention this chiefly to ſhew, that *tis not only by our Engliſh Laws that our Papilts 
are rejected from being Witneſſes of the Birth of this pretended Prince againſt Her Koyal Highneſe, but by the 
ancient approved Rules of the Civil Law which they generally acknowledg, and by the Judgment of their own 
Doors. . 

Herein are only fet forth to Your Highneſſes the Laws of England, that you may julily inſiſt upon as your 
Right to prevent the Church of Rome's Conſpiracies again(t you : we refle& not on the cre:lit or truth of any 
Roman Catholick, Lords, or others, in giving their lTeftimonies m Matters of private Interetis, wherein the © > 
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cauſe of their Charch is not in queſtion, and the Laws of their Church bind them not to.cither party ; but fincy 
they. are bound in this caſe to be Enemies to Her Royal Highneſs , our Law will not allow them to be bclieved tg 
her prejudice; and they muſt openly renounce that common Homeſty to which they pretendiit they offer themſelyes 
to «6s Kingdom to be competent Wrneſſes againſt Her in bchalf of this pretended Prince , when. thcy are conſcious 
to themſelves, that not only our Laws but Natwral Fuſtice and Equity abhors ſuch a praciice. | 
We mult fay with all due reverence, and moſt humble ſubmiſſion, that Qzr Laws will not allow that the 
Declaration, or Teſtimony of His Majeſty, or the Qxeen, ſhould be accepted, and belicved in this caſe as lawful 
proof, that this pretended Prince was born of the Yxeen 3, *tis ſufficient for us, that our Laws will ;not ſuffer. our 
Kings to fend: into the Place of Witneſſes, they will not admit them to teftifie their own. knowledg of the 
Fatts in any caſe whatſoever, Criminal or Civil z but thete is abundant rcaſon alſo trom Natural Equity, and 
Civil Juſtice , that the Kingdom ſhould not ' receive and rely upon the King's Affirmation abcut the Birth, of 
this ſppoſed Prince 3 their Majeſties have publickly Eſpouſed his Cauſe for their own in all reſpects ; and none 
on Earth, - Kings or Subjets, way juſtly expe&, or be ſuffered to ſupply the Place of Witnfſcs in their own 
caſe, fnce Civil Government is eſtabliſhed z if they might lawfully be their own proof tcr their caulc, they 
might as juſtly be Judges of thcir ewn proofs , which in.Conſequence would turn up the Furidations of Ge 
zl Goverument ; one of its chicfelt original intentions being to introduce a courſe of Fujtice, that none might be 
thcir own Judges. | = | 
We would not ſpeak thus ptainly, if it were juſtly avoidable we caſt no Scandal hereby upuu His Majiſty, 
nor any way come ncar the crime of detradiion ; + we barcly relate the Law of England in this caſe of His Maje- 


ſties Affirmation of the Birth of this pretended Prince, that it hath not the force of legal-proef, or of the Teftimony of 


one Legal Witneſs, and His Majeſty 1s obliged in-Jigtice and Honowr by his Office and Oath not to impoſe vpun his 


| Subjedis to believe, and rely upon his Affirmation, or Word, inthis caſe (nor on the ©xeen's, that's neceſſarfly ins 


cluded in his) he cannot deſire the People diffuſively to change their ancient cuftoms and Laws, to ſubſtitute theis 
King's Wards ox Aſſertions in the room of ſworn Legal Witneſſes to prove the Matters of the Higbeſt moment about 
the Government. | 

If the Kingdom ſhould allow the Affirmation of their Kings to be ſufficient to make a Lawful Prince of Wales, 
without ſuch Witneſſes of his Birth as our Law requires, they ſhould conſent to Change the ancient Coultis 
tution of the Engliſh Monarchy , and ſo defiroy the cltabliſhed Legal Security of their Freedom and Eſtates, 
The Laws of England in this caſe are not diſſonant from the Laws of other Kingdoms, and the moſi ab- 


ſolute Empires z the/Civil Law now received in molt Chriſtian Kingdoms, that was ſo adapted to abſolute Go- 


vernment that it was one of its principler, That Principis verbum pro lege babendum eſt, the word of the Prince 
was to 'be taken for a Law; we [wy that Law never aſcribed abſolute credit to the Prince's Affirmations 
of Matters of Fa# wherein the Subjetts Rights were concerned 3 it paſſeth for a Rule of that Law in 
ſuch caſes , Princeps indiſtintte non creditur z the Emperonr is not to be believed intirely without limitati- 
ens and reſtritioys, in his affirming Matters of Fad relating to his Swbjefis Legal Interft and Securi- 
#JCS» RH I ITIOTg . 
The Learned Doftors in that Law determine, that the Emperor's Affirmation that a Subje hath committed 
Treaſon, or Rebellion againſt him, ought nor to be believed, or taken for a proof ; they ſay cxpreſly, Regi fides 
non adhibetur | atteſtatur talem fuiſſe proditorem likewiſe it he pretends and declares a cauſe why he deprives any 
Subjcft, or Fendatory of his Intereſt, he is not to be believed, there muſt be proof, and the parties intended to be 
prejudiced mult be cited and heard in their defence. = | 

They gencrally rcſolve, that when a King afſerts or atteſts any thing to the ar prnge of another, he is not to 
be thercin believed, cſpccially when his Affirmation is for his own advantage, and to the Subjefis damage, Or ins 
convericnce : Theſe are their words, Quando ex aſſertione Principis, ipſe Principaliter ſentiret commodum &- ſubditi income 
modum, twm ipſi Principi non creditur. | 

The Emperor Henry the 6, of Germany, had a due ſenſe of the Fuſtice and Reaſon of the Law herein about the 
year 12co, he did not Expect that the People ſhould believe the Affirmations of himſelf , and his Empreſs Con- 
fantia, about the Birth of a Prince , when there was a rumor and ſuſpition that Conſtantia ws patti her age 
of Child-bcaring , and feigned a Great Belly ; he gave the People plentiful proot by IF zneſſes , more than 
Reaſon required 3 he prepared a moſt publick, Place, wherein ſhe remained expeRing her time of Delivery, - 
Ventre Cuftodito, with publick Watchers, or Keepers, thit no Swppoſititiow Child might poſſibly be Conveycd to 
her, and there in the ſight of the People of the City, and all the Matrons , that would and could pcflibly ap- 
proach her (none being Excluded) the brought torth a Prince , that was afterwards choſen Empercr, Frederic 
the 24. | | 
It it were needful we could ſhew Toxr Highneſs that the Honour and Secwrity of our Royal Family of England, 
with the peace and ſafety ot the Kingdom, were intended in the Conſtitstion of our Legal Morarchy in 
ſuch manner, that the Kirgs ſhould not have Power at their will to Change the Swcceſſion, or by any 
means preient the Deſcent ot the Crown to the next in Blood. But if the Kingdem ſhould bclieve his 1:14- 
jeſties Affirmation ot this ſuppoſed Princes Birth , without proof thereof , according to the Laws and Cuſtoms 
of England , the next Succeſſion were really and atiually thereby put out of the Legal Courſe, and refer- 
rcd to the will of the King , which is in effect to make the Crown Patrimonial , whereas by the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of England, the Right to the Crown deſcends to the next of Blood, and the Succeſſor is molt propcrly to 
be ſtiled the Heir of the Kingdoms, by force of the Kingdoms Laws, and cannot be defeated of the Seceſſion by 
any At of the Predeceſſor 3 it therefore the King ſhould gain ſo vaſt a power by impoling on the People to bc- 
lieve his Artefation of this ſuppoſed Princes Birth, *tis manifeſt that natural JaFice, as well as the Law of 
Eng 


( 17) 
2:no/and makes it of no force or eftect to the prejudice of her Royal Highnefs in her Eſteem of being the 
Heweſs apparent to the Crown. 

We bclicve the Feſwirs and other maintainzrs ofthis [poſed Prince will claim (as is their common pra- 
&ice) againſt theſe our Laws, whoſe force detects and deteats their Impoitures, they will prerend char 'cis 
unreaſonable to expect a Teltimeny of his Birth trom ſuch Witneltes, and in ſuch manner as are herein 
deſcribed excluſive of all Roman Catholicks, butthe reaſon and willom of theſe Laws are irreliltible, and 
tes a great Circumſtance, ſhewing their guilt rhat they are diſplealed with the Laws that prevent Falſe- 
hood and Impoſtures, and require proofs of Facts as clear as the Sun. 

The juſt and innocent arenever offended ar any Law, that provide for Truth and Righteouſnefs, they 
cannot but be conſcious to themſelves, that it was more eaſie to have provided ſuch Witneſſes as our Laws 
requires of a Princes Birth then to have had ſuch as they provided, that would Counterfeit to be SpeQators, 
and be content (as 'tis now ſaid they were) to ſee nothing of the Fact of which they were to be publiſh- | 
ed to the Kingdom to have been the knowing Eye Witnefles. 

Tis notorious that the preſence of ten of the Proteſtant Nobility of cicher Sex and other perſons of Emi- 
nent Quality might have been as eaſily procured as one of the Catholicks, if it had been intended to deal 
jultly and fairly with the Kingdom, and they know that the Proteltants throwout Euripe (not the Pa- 
pilts) wanted and detired ſatisfaction about the Queens great Belly and her delivery, the ſuſpitions of a 
Counterfeit Prince were itrong amongſt them, and decryed by all the Papiſts, they knew the Friends and 
thoſe of Conſanguinity with her Royal Hjs. were as ready to attend if they had been called asany Catho- 
lick whatſoever ; andthey were not ignorant that Cuſtom, Law and Natural Fu#tice required, that Con: 
venient notice ſhould have been given to her Royal Highneſs above all others of the Expected time ot che 
Queens Delroery, that ſuch Noble Matrons as ſhe had thought Neceſſary might have been ſent to have '. 
Continually attended near her Maje#ty, and to have been impartial Witneſſes of the Birth beyond Ex- | 
ception : they underſtood the cuſtom of calling Embaſſadors to be preſent at the Queens Delrvery, and 
that a Common fame of a deſigned Impoſture was ſpread in forraign Prote#Fant Countries, and that there 
were, Envys and Publick Minitters from ſome of them, Eſpecially that the Durch had an Embaſſador 
there, and Expected to have been called ; they know that thoſe Proviſions for legal, unqueſtionable 
proot of the Birth that was pretended, had been no hindrance of the preſence, or atliſtance ot as many 
Papiſts of cach Sex as Her Majeſty had deſired, and ſhe might have as intirely depended upvu their only 
help, ifit had been her pleaſure; as if thoſe lawful Witnefles had not been preſent. | 

The Peopſh Councils delude his Majefy, if they perſwade him that any pleas of Inadvertency, Neglect, | 
or Jon can ſatisfy the Kingdom i of the prools in the Caſe that the Cuſtom and Laws of Eng 
land require; *tis a Rule of our Law that none ſhall make advantage of their own lachez, that is thezr 
Failers or negle&s of what they ought co haye done; leſsevidence is never to be accepted in our courſe 


of Judicature, becauſe the Party concerned was negligent in ſeeking it, or ignoranc, when he might have | 1 


known his duty. - | #1 
We os to Highneſs in reading this may be ſatisfyed in the Truth of our firſt Preliminary Con- 
cluſion, which is neceſlary to be always remembred in order to a juſt Judgment to be made of this ſuppoſed 
Prince of Wales, and of the things proper to be done by Your Highneſs, by reaſon or occaſion of his pre- 
tences 3 we doubt not Your Highneſs will clearly perceive what you may in juſtice demand of his Majeſty 
in the Caſe, preſerving nevertheleſs a molt pions ſenſe of a filial Duty. | 

We may more remember Your Highneſs, that as the cale now appears, no acknowledgment of that pre- 

tended Prince can juſtly be required of Yowr Highneſs by his Majeſty. Its contrary to Juſtice and our Laws, 
that her Royal Highneſs ſhould depart from her place and claim of Heireſs apparent to the Crown and relign 
it ro a Child, who is not yet lawfully witneſſed to have been born of the Qzeen. V Ve therefore put your 
Highneſs ity, remembrance of a ſecond Concluſion fit to be premiſed in this Caſe as an abſolute certainty 
to be inſilfed on; that is, | 

That neither the Laws of England, nor any natural or Civil Juſtice do require of your Highneſs any 
kind of Teſtimonics or proofs, thatche pretences of this ſuppoled Prince of Wales are falle and feigned, or 
that he was not born of the Queen. 

Whoſoever claims to bethe natural and /egitimate Son of any Family, ics wholly and ſolely incumbent 
on him, to prove it by the Laws and Cuſtoms of all Civil Governments, and by the manifeſt Light of Na- 
cure; thoſe two Rules of the Civil Law are adopted by all Countries into their courſes of Judicature, 
Lualem quis ſe facit, pro fundamento intentionis ſuc talem ſe debet probare ; and, Filus qui petit hareditatem | 
ranquam filius debet probare filiationem; if Sonſhip or other quality or relation be the ground of a demand, 
that Foundation muſt be always proved by the demandant ; if he that pretends to be Heir by his Birth 
to any inheritance, fails of ſuch ſufficient Witneſſes as the reſpeive Laws of Countries require to prove _ 
his proximity of Blood, there needs no Teſtimony on the part of thoſe that deny his Linal Deſcent. 
The Courſe of the Law of England is known: to moſt Enghſbman in the Tryal of all claims by Birth ; 
the claimant is 4lways put to prove allthathe ſets forth ot his Deſcent in his Declaration, and the | 
defe& of proof is fatalto his proceſs if the Defendant perceives the piantiff to want ſufficient legal Te-. 
ſrimony of his Deſcent and Birth, he never troubles the Court with on his behaif, 'ris enough for 
ons denies the Deſccnt pretended, to ſhew the inſufficiency of the Witneſles and their Teſtimony pro- 
duced to prove it. 15 

Your Highneſs is not obliged either by our Laws or Natural Juſtice, to have V Vitneſles to prove the 
pretended Prince of VVales to be an Impoiture, Her de Highneſs having beco the legal ackno! _ 
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Heireſs apparent of the Crown. Unleſs foch Lawful Witneſſes that hc was born. of the Queen, were known 
«nd publiſhed as did fatis1e the Kingdom, neither your H ghneſs nor any Princes or States may mn Juſtio2 
ecknowlede his pretences, her Reyal Highwe/s ought to remain 1n the eſteem of the Kingdom, and of 
all Princes ann States as the Heireſs apparent of the Crown, at leaſt until a Prmce ſhall be legally known 
and declared;and*tis a manife{t wrong to your Highneſs, to the Kingdom, and to all the Proteftants Intereſt, 
couffer this ſuppoſed Prince ſilently and ſuimiſſively without publick Complaint of the wrong) to aſſume 
the Name of Prince and Heir apparent to the Crows. Ss 
When the Popiſh League endeavoured to fer aſide the claim of your > ai Anceſtor Henry 4- to the 
Crown of France, and proclaimed the Cardinal of Eulloign to be King, he fent Agents to the Pope (though 
he was then a Proteſtant) and to all the Princes and States of Chriſtendom, to manifeſt himſclt to be the 
right lawful Heir of that Crown, and the Venetian State ( to his vaſt advantage) conteſted it with the 
P.pes Nwncio that they ought fo to acknowledg him becauſe it appeared that he was the right Heir. 
His Right indeed was to be King in poſe/ſion, but there is the like reaſon and juſtice to ſupport her 
Royal Highneb Title to the Crow» in rever/on, ſince another. is ſet up, and declared throughout the 
World i, © the right Heir of it, immediately after his now Majefy.*Tis undoubtedly juſt and reaſonable 


for her to demand, and expe&, that the pretenders Birth (ſo much and fo juſtly ſuſpe&ted) ſhould be 


made manifeſt tothe Kingdom by Witneſſes, without exception according to the Law and Cuſtom of England 
and to natural Equity. 

It may be of dangerous conſequence, to ſuffer a falſe Opinion of him in the Kingdom, and the world 
to gain by time, and negle& : yet neither Law nor Equity vis any burden of proof in the Caſe 
pon your Highneſs: tis only incumbent upon your Highneſs, to declare the wrong to your ſelves and the 
Kingdom by the pretended Prince, and to take care that no illegal imperfe& or fallacious Teſtimony in the 
Caſe be invented or obtruded upon your ſcives and the Kingdom to ſupport his pretences, her Royal High- 
nefclaim and right to bethe nextin reverſion after his now Majeſty in the legal deſcent of the Crown,onght 
to ftand unſhaken, and unqueſtionable in the Jadgment of our Law and the Kingdom, notwithl{ianding 
any. thing to the contrary, that hath been hitherto lawfully publiſhed or declared. 

« Wecannotdoubt, but *tis here made manifeſt that your Highneſs publick refuſal to acknowledg this pre- 
tended Prince of Wales may be builtupon fuch fure Foundations of Law and Juſtice as can never be overturned; 
we would not therefore trouble your Highneſs, with all the Circumſtances of the Caſe which we have re- 


marked in our Obſervations, that make irtto us not only improbable, but incredible, that he was born of the 


Lueen. Since*tis not poſſible for us to ſend Witneſſes perſonally to pom to your Highnels every circum- 
{tance that we have noted, and*tis not juſt that ur Higneſs ſhould rake them up upen unknown Authority, 
ſincc we cannot in prudence ſubſcribe our Names to this Memorial, nor fo much as the Names-of our 
Witneſſes tothe FaRts, fince the Proof of the Circumſtances can never be a Foundation of poſitive unque- 
ſtionable certainty, but can only ſerve to make che Falſehood and Jeſuicical conerivancein this 1 re 
more infamousand odious: fince *tis undoubredvly Towr HighneſsIntereſt never to depart fromthe manifeſt 
Principle of Law andJuſtice, which put it wholly and entirely upon the Maintainersof the ſwppeſedPrinceto 
prove him to be ſach as they pretend with the higheſt human certainty that can be acquired by Witneſſes, 
and to the Kingdorss full Satisfation. 
And ſince *tis notoriouſly know that above allothers of the Rowen Church, the Feſuits (which in thismart- 
ter will molt earneſtly contend againft Towr Fighneſs) have the greateſt effromed Confidence to deny and 
 forſwear Matters of Fat however certainly proved and known, and they would be glad to have any thing 
offtercd inthis Caſe that might give them room, or a poflibility fordifpute and ſeeming doubtfulneſs of Fac. 
that they mightobſcure the Truth, and deceive ſome of the People with their Equivocal Affirmation and 


_ impertinent Cavils at Jour Highneſs Wirnefles, or their Teſtimonies and their bold Aﬀeverations of Falſe- 


hoods. 

Upon all theſe iderations we ſhall reſtrain from the relationof many very pregnant Circumſtances 
that we hadcolle&ed, which if they were taken jointly in their natural Order and due Connexion, would 
by gr or one ſtrongly indnce impartial Judges to conclude, that the Queer: could not be the Mother 
of the ſuppoſed Prince. x 

We could-give very great circumſtantial aflurances to Towr Highneſs, that there never was or appeared to 
be any reaſonable natural grounds for a beliefthat her Majeſty had Conceived @ Child. She never had the ' 


firſt moft natural, known, and common fign of Conception ; her menſes profluvium, or Terms, continued their 


uſual uncertain Gourle as formerly during the whole time of her prerended great helly ; She did not con- 


_ ceal that it was with her after that manner of Womenin her journey to Bath, nor that they continued ſome 


daysafter the King left her there ; and all the induftry-uſed afterward to hidethem in their Seaſons, proved 


in-effeual, becauſe thoſe things come tothe khowledge of more then were made privy to the whole Im- 
poſture deſigned. 


Her Majeſty having not that neture! Sign of her Terwes Fopping, whereby Women uſually conchdecher- 
Telves to have conceived, from cout make a reckoning, it ſeems by the Kings Speechin Con- 


cil, that their Majeſrys had both thought fit to publiſh her Conception to have been atthe time of the Pro- 
ſent made to the Lady's Image 'at Loretta, uponthe Kings return th the Queen ar Barb. 

It was then too ſoonforthem tobeprovidedof a fuppofieirns Child, and fo might name any time they plea- 
ſed ofher Conception, and then ſeek for a Child that might agree with it, and itappeared pi great 
tomakeher Conception one' of the Miracles of-the Lady's Image, thoit happened Uniuckily afterward, thac 
Oy rs =_ make therimes of her Conception and ſawppoſed delrorryto agree with natures ent. 

onths, 


, \ | 
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The Contidents and Adviſors about the Impoiture hearing thie voice of Common Fame uponthe King y 


Declaring when the ſuopoſed now born Child was ſhewn, that he h4U now a So 4 fron and Lvily Proce, whe. 


meaneſt chiid bearing Woman that were difintered, ſaying thereupon in mockery, that fach a child of 
about Eight Months was as great a Miracie as the Queens Conception hath been reported ; we lay, the Contt» 


dens fearing it might make the whole {tory lefs credible and nul to detent the fraud, they have perbvas | 


ded ber Majeſty to declare that ſhe had miſcounted the time ot her Conceiving the Child, and that the 
knzw very weil, that ſhe was with Child before her uſe of the Bath, by this new reckoning they thought 
that it might be athrmed, that the Child was born at his due time, and mighe be itrons, and lively, as 
his Majeſty bad ſaid, and they thought, it an ealie ſham to ſay Women mij. c-koned very often, 

Bur, it was unnavpily torgotren that her Majeſty had continued and expreily affirmed her tirft reckon- 
ing ſeveral weeks after her pretended delivery z it was forgotten that it was known ſufficiently that bir Ma- 
jefty had her Terms in her '/curney to Bath, and four days after the Kings going from thence, which was a 
manitoſt proof that there was then no Cenception 5 it was not conſidered that it it bs truth that the Queen 
knew her ſelf to have then conceived as Jhe hath lately declared ; then it cannot be a mifreckening, and 
the meanelt Phylitian ſhe had at Barb would have told her, that if the had imagined a conception as ſhe 
now ſays, Bathing would probably deſtroy the Embrye. | | 

It was not well remembred how the Kinz had declared with her Majeſ?ys pi wity the miracle of the 
time of her conceiving quite inconſiſtent with her now account, neither was it thought of in the now 
Council, how her Majelties Trath and Honor ſhould be ſaved in her contrary Stories, of the time of her 
conceiving even fince her ſuppoſed delivery ; but we need not mention that, ſince the World knows how 
little regard the Feſuzte Confeſſors have to truth. | 

Her Majeſty ſhewed no grounds to believe her pregnancy by natures progrels there in the Common na- 


tural Signs, that in four Months follow in every Woman, that hath a Child in her Womb, were wholly - 


wanting in her raged there was no ſwelling, or increaſe of the uſual proportion of her Brea#ts, nor was 
there any milk ever ſeen to be in them (tho one Lady took the Confidence once to athim it) the 1ropor- 


tion of them was vilibly the ſame to the Eyes of all that can be lawtully Witneſſes, and were uſually in 


her preſence, and none of thoſe Ladies proper to be VVirneſſes could ever obtain the ſatisfaction to Ieg a 
drop of milk from her beaſts, tho it had been b:r Majeſtics Honour, Intcreft, and Pleaſure, to have ſhewed 
tit there had been any reality in the pretence of her pregnancy. 


We pur this Circumſtance into our memorial not without ſome Mirth in our meeting, becauſe one of. 


our company ſaid, he was now {ure that neither ber Mujeities Ph ſitians nor the Jeſuits were natural Philoſo- 
phers, they might, (ſaid he) with very litle arts have cauſed the Queens Breſts at her age to have ſwelled 
with milk ſo plentifully that ſhe might have caſily milked ic forth in quantity in the ſight of the Princef of 


Dewmerk and all the Protefflant Ladies of the Court, it may be done (ſaid he) in rational, or animal Creatures, - 


and he gave us inſtances of undoubted credit wherein it hag been done to his knowledge and a Child 
1 > 


ſackled, and to divert us he offercd to ſhew itinan anin having alſo tried that Experiment, and 


thereby milked out the milk from a young Creatures Udder that had never been with young ; another 


of the Company ſaid merily, if that were fo eafie an artifice, he wondred that the Remyſh Prieſts had not 
learned it, ſince its known to the World that they have long bad the Art of keeping the Virgin Marys milk 
above 1600 Nears, and of multiplying the quantity of it from Horſe Loads toCart Loads to Uilperle among 


their credulous vulgar. | | 
We humbly pray your Highneſſes Pardon that we ſeem herein leſs ſerious then fo great a matter re- 
quires, we ſpeak only the words of truth and ſobernefs, but the o8mical tricks of the Romjſh Prief's (that 
commonly ends in Tragedy) force us to repreſent them as they deſerve. ES 
There's another known ſign and teſtimony of a Womans pregnancy, that is, the ſenſible ſtirring of the 
Child in thewomb, that was expeted ber Majcſty ſhould have ſhewn to the Ladies with Joy, eſpecially 


tro:thoſe Proteſtant Ladies of her bed Chamber, that doubted ( with the Proteſtant Dr. her then Phyſitian)' 
her being with Child, as far as they durſt (when the quickenivg of a Child iu her womb was pretended, 


and publiſhed chroughour the Kingdom ; it had becn a Pleaſure to ber Majeſty, and no trouble (if it had 
been real without deceipt) to have ſhewn the motion of a Child in her womb 


true motions of an infant in the womb, and ſome of Confanguinity to the Heyreſs apparent might have 
been admirted to that favour as-our Laws and common prudence direed for removing the cauſes of Jea- 


ſie; but however induftriouſly her Majefties quicking with Child was ſpread abroad, yet the feeling of 


its motions was never vouchſafed to any competent V Vitneſles of it, to give the ſuſpicious Kingdom a 


ground to believe, that ſhe was with Child. Des 
The next viſible and manifeſt ſign of the true natural progreſs of a great belly, is the diſtenſion of all the 


ome the Body, that incircles and incompaſſeth the womb, ſuch is the place and manner wherein nature 


pared the lodging of the growing Child in the womb, that according to its growth, and increaſe, 
and the quantity of liquors, that are there naturally and neceſſarily congeſted there, je are all the Circum- 


ambienc parts gradually extended, and inlarged to make room ; there never was nor naturally can be an 
Extention only of the Periconewm the Rim of the belly to give room to the Child, all N-uralitts and Ana- 


#omjfts know that if in that manner no Child could keep its natural ſight in che womb, nor be born alive. 


All men and Women, that ever obſerved Women great with Child, know that all the parts that incloſe 


ſo in- 


the Cavity ſwell until c!:c time of their delivery aporoach,hut this natural neceſſary ſign of pregnancy nicely 
k 


bo P; 


to honorable Matrons of - 


her Bedchamber, that might have been in all reſpes lawful V Virneſſes of that truth to the Tuſtly Fealous 
Kizgdom ; theſe might have touched her belly, and had been proper Judges from their Experience of the. 
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tircly failed in bir Majeſty, that skiltul ſ>e&ators of both ſexcs wondered, that better arts were not uſed to 
make that vitiible tgn, and appearance of the growth of a Child in her womb; we were fatished by skjl- 


F 
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of natural Equity or Law, or common. f Tr asf e 

plain proceeding that ought to have ſhewn thatthey r the Kingdom, or the World knowing the 

- rruthof all that ſhould bedone in that pretended natural work ef Bearing a Child, wherein the whole King- 
dom; and fo much of the World was concerned; it the Cuftoms and Laws of England, or natural Equity 

had been conſulted in the Circumſtances of the Caſe about the preparations needful for her Majeſties ex- 


F petted deliverance of a Prince, the firlt of all Adviſes had certainly been to give early notice to your Hig hmeſs 


and to others in the neareſt poſlibility or expe&ance of ſucceeding to the Crown of thetime of herex 

travel and deliverance of a Prixce and of the place of her reſidence at ſuch time. That proper Noble Matrons, 
and others,might have preparcd themſelves,and attended there;and have been preſent in their behalf, which 
might have ſuppreſſed and filenced for ever by their Teſtimonies, all Suſpitions of Fraud or Impoſture. 
' But 'tisnot only undeniable, that nof uch notice was given either to her Royal Highneſs or to eny of Con- 
ſanguinity with her, nor to any other of the Noble Matrons of England, but fuch Artificers were uſed as 
might moſt conceal the time and intended Place of her pretended Travel, ſuch feigned time of her ſuppoſed 
Conception was publiſhed by the King and Queen, that neither her Royal Highneſs nor any of the Nobility 
could poflibly foreſee the time when the Comedy that is now ſaid to have, been acted was to begin. 

The Place where her Majeſty was intended to lye in was kept in ſuch uncertainty, and often publiſhed 
ſo variouſly, ſometimes tbatit ſhould be at Richmond, ſometimes at Windſor another time at Hampron-Courr, 
that none of the Nobles of either Sex, that were of the Kindred and Friends of the Heir Apparent, nor of 
the Proteſtant Nobility, could know how to prepare themſelves for attendance on her Majeſty, as was their 
ey” to Their Majeſties, Her Royal Highneſs, and the Kingdom. 

s the Publication of the place was often changed, as if a ſurpriſe in the place was deſigned, fo atlaſt 
fuch a ſudden and ſeeming haſty Reſolution was taken a day or two before her pretended Delivery, that her 
lying in ſhould be at St. Femes's, tho none expected the time to be near by above three Weeks, that Com- 
mands were given for preparing her Lodgings there ſo haſtily, that when her Majeſty ſaid on the Friday, 
| She would lye there on Satwday, and it was told her it was not poſhible her Lodgings ſhould be ready She 
then ſaid, She would lie there on the floor. 7a 

It was hoped by all the Proteſtants that the Princeſs of Denmark, would have been a faithſul watcher for 
herown ſake,whenthetime of ber Majeſtys deliverance of her great belly ſhould come;thoſhe had not been 
able, orſhedurſtnotgive them advice of the occurrences inthe time of her Maje/tys ſuppoſed pregnancy, it 
was thought that ſhe could not be avoided but ſhe would be preſenc to ſee what was brought forth, whether 
any thing or nothing; but care was taken, that adyiſe ſhould bc given her when ſhe wanted aſtrivgent Me- 


dicine 


( 21 ) 


ſhould be born. 
Ar the firlt Notice we had of her 1ajeſtics pafſionare Declaration, that She would lie at Sr. Jamei”s on 


the Saturday Night, we could not conj.cture that th-re was to be a pretended Prince broughe forth on-the 
Sunday, nor was there any Whiſpers of it,or the leaſt natural, Feigned or Counterfeit izn of fore-running 


Pains of a Woman, whoſe time of Travel approacheth. Her rut 4k late in the Night at Cards, and 


no appearance of an indiſpoſition then, nor is any pretended to have becn in the Night ; but we learned by 


the Event on the Sunday the reaſon of Her Majeſty: fixed ard immoveableReſoiution tc lic at Sainr Tar's 


on the Saturday Night, ſhe was to ſeem to bring torth a Prince on the Sunday. 


There was a cunning contrivance to chule a fit time of that day ; it was to be between the hours of nine 
and ten in the Morning, that all or moſt of the Proteſtant Ladies might be at Church, and the Trick b: par 


before their return, and that the Midwife Mrs. Zabady, and the Favourite Mrs. Towr ain, might have Free- 
dom and Secrecy, as they had, to act their Parts in the bringing forth of a ſuproſuitions Prince. 

The Room alſo that was choſen, wherein the Trick was to be afted, was fit for the purpoſe, and co-« 
trary to the Rules of Common Prudence in 2 Caſe ſuſpetted for ſetting up a ſuppoſiticious Child. and 
ought to have been avoided, if their meaning had been juſt and gocd ; there was a private Door withia 
the Rail of the Bed into a Room, from whence a Child might be ſecretly brought and put into the Bed 
unſeen by any that ſhould attend in the Queen's Room, tho at the feet of the Bed ( none of them coming 
into the Rail ) and by that Door the three Confidents,the Midwite, Mrs. Labady, and Mrs.Tourain broughr 
into her Majeſties Bed what they pleaſed unſeen. | 

If they had wanted no ſecret conveyance by that Door, common Prudence required that they had nailed 
or ſealed it vp to ayoid confirmingand increafing the Xingdoms juſt and known Fealouſier, of impolin; upon 
them a Counterfeit Prince,when it ſhould be known,that there were ſuch ſecret ways as m:de it ſo ealy to be 
done by Confederation,undiſcerned by others that were inthe Room ; but it appeared by the Event that the 


privy Door was ſo neceſſary for the deſigned Impoſtwre, that all the TranſaRtions of it were managed by that _ 


Door, as is well known to all thoſe Lords of the Council that were brought for a ſhew, notto ſee any thing 


that was done, bur only to be'ſeen in the Bed-Chamber with His Majefy, that their Names might be 
Publiſhed to the People, as if they had been Wirnelles of the Queens being delivered of this pretended 


Prance, = "I 


and tho' we have no expreſs Statute that, gives direction our Common Lew abhors all ap- 
pearance of Frand about Inheritances, and Jnglayypoigterdtaaione molt able Neighbours to jadg of 
all the Signs and < \ cevo avs of Fraud, an'w pat judg upon preſump- 
tive Evidence, and reject any pretended Helf, where they poſture whereupon to 
ground their Judgment ; and every one muſt-at his peril take care that there be no grounds of ſubbicion 


given of a ſuppoſititious Heir. ; BS 
We have faithfully ſhewed Tour Highneſs what were the Preparations for her Majeſties ſuppoſed time of 
Travel,wherein there appeared no Marks of an Intiention todeal uprightly and openly with her Royal High- 


neſs as Heireſs apparent of the Crown, and with the SubjeCts of the Kingdom ;, nor were there any natural 


figns that Her Majeſty really feared or expected the common Sorrows, Pains ard Danger of a Woman in 
Travel, or made any ſutable Proviſions. | 
We cannot learn, that there were in readineſs ſo much as the uſual Infiruments of Midwives, whereupon 
they commonly place all Women of Quality in their time of Travel, that ſuch Aſſiſtance may be given them 
by the Matrons and Midwives, as is not poflible to be given on their Knees, which is the common Poſture 
of meaner Women ; and leaſt of all, as they lie in their Bed, which is ſeldom uſed nntil the length of the 
Travel, ard Failures of Strength enforce it : There being many natural Reafons for the Poſture of the 
Womens Bodies helping them in their Travel. —{ EEE] | \ 
Amoneſt other ſaitable Proviſions, it had been certainly fit that a Colledg of Phyſicians had been called 
be no need of them; and had 


to attend ſomewhere near to Her Majeſty, if She had not known there c 
hot been ſure there could be no hour of danger to her ſelf in a feigned Travel, nor any ſudden need of 


Phyſicians Advice or help to # ſtrong lively ſuppoſed Prince, that was intended then to be brought forth. 
| As all the Preparations for her Majeſties ſuppoſed time of Travel, diſcovered to knowing and obſerving 
People that there was no reality in her Pn made of a great Belly, ſo the Fiftion and Fraud was made 


more manifeſt-when the Trick, came to 
Her Majeſty lying in Bed with all the Curtains round cloſe drawn, all that was provided 


pared and'ready within the inner Chamber, then Her Majeſty's feigned Travel began ; and all theſe things 
-were, by the helþ of the Midwife,Mrs. Labady,and Mrs.T our am, the Confederates,brought through the Door 
in the Wall by: the ®weerss Bedy and put between her Sheets, that is, a Child, and all that naturally attends a 
Birth, Then the Midwife and the Confidents ſeemed very buſy about Her Majeſty in the Dark,none ſecing 
-what they did, and being afraid, as appeared by the 1idwife's Words that the Child,which was prepared to 
ſleep, to prevent its crying-before-it was-got into the Bed,ſhould be ſtifled by the Cloſeneſs of the Bed, they 
were forced to haſten the Queen's pretended Delivery "_ beyond what was reaſonaþly to be believed, not- 


with- ' 
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decines to $5 to the looſening Waters of the Bb, to keep h=r fourTcore Miles diſtant till the bretended Priiiet 


heat wen Yeni tra ac cara 
rally to a Child, and intended to be uſed by them,in their bringing forth the ſuppeſitirrone Prince pre- 
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withſtanding all that could be ſaid of the Lady of Lorerro,or any other Saints Aſſiflance ; therefore the Zxeens 
ſuppoſed Deliverance was in very ſhort time. EE tr ; 

But nothing appeared in Her Majeſty like the real natal Travel of a Weman in Child-bearing;there were 
none of the utiu«l natural Signs in Her Majeſty of being in real Travel, which cannot be hidden ; there was 
no appearance of an approaching Travel by variou: intermitting Pangs uſually very great by phe Infapts 
. ſtrugpling tofree it ſelf of the Womb ; no ſhew of the +ains naturally and gradyally iucrealing,as more of 
the Ligarures came to be broken, or rent, whereby every Infant is ſafely retained in the Womb, until its 
full growth and appointed time ; there were no Signs of Her Majeſtres known Weaknels in bearing ſuch 
” Pangs inher State of Body, debilitated with long lingring lnfirmuties ; there were no Signs of a violent 
Eruption-of an untimely Birth from the Womb of eight Alonths and forr days, as Her Majelt y then reportcd 
it to have been. | ? | 
- All that w4+ to be feigned was ſuddenly diſpatched,and the Midwife delivered ſomething cloſecovered 
to. Mrs. Labady, which-could be nothing but the Child they had pur in, and went wich it together 
through the privy Door in the Rail of the Bed into the next Room in fo great halte, that it was nor 
conlidered how plainly it might diſcover that it was a meer feigned coumerfert Travel of the 2 ncens, if 
, the Midwife durſt quit her attending and aſliſting Her 2ajefty in tholke moments, when there was the 
greateſt Neceſſity of her Skill and Aſiftance in ber Office, and the moſt extream danger of her Aajeſties 
Life by any ncglect of her if ſhe had really brought torth any Child, as they were obliged to pretend, 

Inſtead of fair open freedom in ſhewing that the Queen was really delivered of a Prince, which our Cu- 
ſtoms, and Laws, and natural Equity required, that all thoſe works of Nature might have been ſeen, and 
teſtified by zoble Matrons ; their pretended Birth of a Prince, and all that they did about it, was done 
in the dark, with the Curtains cloſe drawn round about the Bed, and under the Coverings of it, 
and none of either Sex permitted to ſce any thing done about Her Majeſty, or her ſuppoſed Child ſave 
only the Confederates ; no others of thoſe in the Bed-Chamber, that drew as near as they might, were 
ſatfered to ſee what was taken out of the Bed, being ſomething wholly covered, and immediately carried 
away by the private Door. | | 

All hearkned after the common and moſt conſtant natural Sign of the Birth of*a living Child, that 
is, its crying ;- but we are fully aſſured from divers Lords of the Council, and others that were in the Bed- 
Chamber, that the crying of a Child was heard by none there whea the pretence was that a Child was 
born, tho' the Midwife would not at firſt ſay it was a Prince, | To -Ion 

We have related to Tour Highneſſes no- Circumſtances but ſuch as are notoriouſly known, or could 
be judicially proved before any impartial Court of Judicature ; and therefore we will not offer to Tour 
Hſs. thoſe Conjettures ( tho we bave them from good hands) of what was ated about the pretended 
Prince in the Room from whence he was bronght, and to which he was carried, before the Lords of the 
Council, or any others were told that there was a Prince born ;, but-we have it of certainty from thoſe 
that were preſent, that during the whg's uu Tr, > Rcens, and' 2 conſiderable time after its 
his Majeſty kept thoſe Lords of the Cot... _:reY Yt tar fromthe feet of her Majeſties Bed, 
that were cloſe ſhut up, and they neither ſaw hor hea a thing about the Birth'of the ſuppoſed Prince 
whereof they can be lawful Witneſſes to the Kingdom ;. yet the Actors of this whole Impoſture had the 
Confidence to pabliſh forthwith to the Kingdom by Authority, that choſe Lords and many Ladicl of Qua- 
lity were preſcnt at the Queen's Delivery of a Prince, equivocating therein like the Jeſvirs, and falſely 
 ntinuating to the People, that theſe Lordr, and many Marrons of the: Nobility had been ſach ocular 
Witnelſes as our Laws require of the Qazers being delivered of a Prinee, whereas in truth all that 
were _ of -the Confederacy waited to no more purpoſe than if they had been ten Miles off ber Bed- 
Chamber. | 

After long waiting His Majeſty left them, and retired into the inner Room where was Mrs. Labady 
and the Confidents with the ſuppoſed Prince, and it was ſoon after ſaid to the Lords, that a Pxince being 
born there was-no more need of them, whereupon ſeveral of them went away, and whatioever was 
- done in ſhewing « Child to thoſe that (taid, was not worthy of our Inquiry, finc is could be of no uſe to 
Your Highneſſss or-the Kingdom.” | | ”F | 

Yet we carefully obſerved and inquired after the Queens ſuppoſed Deliverance of a Prince, whether there 
were any natural demonſtrable _ her Majeſty that ſhe had newly born a Chid that had broke its 
way by Violence into the World before Natures rime,as ſhe then affirmed. Some of us know well the w- 
ſeal and neceſſary Conſequences of ſuch force upon Nature in Women of ſuck tenderneſs, and weakneſs as 
her Majeſty , we expected to have heard of her great Weakneſs; and danger of her Life by a Feaver that 
commonly attends ſuch untimely Births ; we inquired after the danger pf-her AMajefticr Breafts by the 
vſual redundaney of Milk,becauſe one had reported ſo long before that ſhe had plenty of it in her Breaſtsz 
we imployed proper Perſons to ask what Woman had the Honour to draw her Breaſts, or whether any 
applications were made to her Breaſts to repel, or dry the Milk ; and alſo to ask after the good progreſs 
of her Majeſty inthe natural Cleanſings that follow Child-bearing ; and' of hes ſtrength in e240). thee 
nnavoidable —mpotyc7. 1 whereby all Wamen of her Mwefies Terderneſs and Weakneſs.Aare greath: 
debitirated; but we could never learn by ogr molt diligerit inquiry that there was any appearance thebs 
natural Effefts of Child-bearing, tho a good DoRors $kill might have ezfily feigned all thoſe tothe de- 
luſon of all about ber Majeftizes Court. X 

--We have now given Tour Highneſs an abſtratt of many of the Circumſtances which we-had colleted 
in this Aﬀair, and >uſt freely afkrm, that we cannot obſerve from the beginning io the end of it.one 
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foorſt -p of ſincere plainneſ;all that hath been done thereig from the Queens prefended Conception to her ſup» 
poſed Delvvery of a Prince, hath ſhew:d de/ires, and intentions ro hide the truth of thoſe natura} things 
which they were obliged by the Laws of England, by natural Fuſiice, and by their own Flaw and In 
tereſt to have made demoultrable or proveable by ſufſicicht Witnelles to all the K wngdom, if there bad bean 
truth in their pretences. 

There hath been ſuch a total neglect, ſighting and diſregard of all the neceſſary Rules of Law apd 
Juſtice about needful Wirneſles of the Birth of a Prince and Hew' to the: Crown ( when they knew 
that moſt of the Kingdom fuſpected their ſetting up a Counterfeit ,) that. it looks like a contempt of 
Your Highneſſes and the whole Kingdom, as it no Satisfaction were due to her K. Highneſs in her admiſſion 
of an Heir to the Crown before her, nor to the Kingdom in their acknowledgment of a Prince to be the 
next Succeilor to the Crown. 

The moſt modeſt Judgment. we can make of it, is to think that a blind Zeal ( always nouriſh'd by 
the Romiſh Chureb) to ſettle a Popiſh Sucdefſor, hath made them break through alt the Rules of Righ- 
teouſneſs, and ſtifle and extinguiſh all the natural Aﬀections of a Father to a Child, to do a Service ro 
their Church, which is by thezr Dot#rine {0 meritorious. © 

Tour Highneſſes will the better conlider all theſe Circumſtances mentioned, if you will pleaſe to call to 
mind the Occalion and Time when this Deſign was firſt reſolved on to ſet up @ Prince to bar ber &.H's of 
the immediate Succeſſion to the Crown. , , | 

Be pleaſed a I __ tis In that the golng. to the _ _ the viſit to St, Ws 
wifreds Well, and the Preſent made to t » Were ans for a/Report o Hyeer”s being with 
Child, and were all concluded upon abont the parc Auguſt and begining of September 1687, and then 
was your ttighnefſes compliance. with the Popiſh Deſign deſpaired of, 

T he abſtract of Mr. Stemard's Letters to Mijn Heer Fogel, which we- juſt now find printed, confirms 
all our Memorials in that Matrer. He was P«rdoned and choſen by the King to bave perſwaded your 
Highneſſes to a conſent, that the Pene! Laws and Teft ſhould be repeal'd, which bad been a full eſta 
bliſhment of Popery ; in his twofirſt Letters of Jay, he ſeeks to perſwade your H/7. that the King was re- 
ſolved to preſerve, and obſerve the true right of Succeſſion'tq the Crown, and was very defircus of 
Hyſs conſent and concurrence in his Deſign, and troubled tbhnd them ſo averſe from it : in his next ſort 
ters of the ſame July he preſſed, that your Highneſſes ſhould have been dif! to hearken to a well-choſen- 
Informer to be ſent by his Aſajeſty to perſwade your concurrencewith him; and he preſſerh e 
for a haſty Anſwer ; the new Councils for ſetting up a Suppeſttiowe Prixce ſeem then to have been bes 


n. 5 | = «oF 
” That Letter ſeems to threaten, what we now ſee if your Highneſſes refuſed he dovbled his aſſurance tohim 
that was to ſallicit your Highweſſes;that if yau were obſtinate( as they call it)it will be fatal to the Liſſenters, 
and he feared produCtive of 11s yet unheard of : And his Letter of Auguf 5. ſeems to give your Highneſs 


your Blk thyetoclald the Sankwune af Bags <a I SEE - 


He ſays, if your Highneſs did what w Te beſt Service to-:the Proteftoner,the 
higheſt Obligation on his Majefty,and the grein... ,ouvancm......wyour ownJdtereſt,thatyou could'think 
on; but if got, then all is contrary. . Therecan be no other meaning inſaying, if your Highneſſes refu.. 
ſed, all is Antrary, fave only this, that the Proteſtants ſhould then have-no-Aderey from the Papifts; His 
Majeſty would be ſo offended thathe wonld become your Highnelles Enemy;andat would be the loſs of your 
Highneſles vent rough that you can think on, which.certainly could be:no other than the juſt Expe- 
&tancy of the three K's "207 | , Jo rn} y2ls Yars Fe $i 

As theſe Letters rg Dar: the King would deſtroy your Highnefles greateſt Intereſt if you refuſed; 


ſo the attempt of it ſoon after-ap ? | 
er and QFober the Reſolutions were taken to-publiſh that the was 
uſe no 
| Ado Chew Pepe Earcen, Belo 
Fagel's. Letter, he 
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Was quit otber reaſonable-conſtruction of th 
then reſolved of another way to. proſecute the Papaſhi Deſige, and tune hath now ſhewn and 
World that the way reſolved on was to ſet up this Suppoſiritions Prince for a Popiſh Surcefſar, wrt Tg 

Theſe Letters, by the helpof time,ſhew the:Deſign when it was in Embrio, and help to makes Judgritent 
pon all;the other Circumſtances that we havemeationed:; and no doubt it ag: Evidence made up of all the 
Circumſtances we have mentioned, in their order and connexion, were given toapy impartial Judges, it 
wonld be judged 3s ftrong 2 preſumptive Evidence-as ever was. giyeo.z. and inthe pro of our 
Laws againſt Criminals, Judgment hath paſſed againſt the Livesof many upon far leſs ce, thisbeiog 
@ full as the nature of the thing can PROLEED your #f5. and the Kingdom's Ca | 

But notwirhſtanding this ſort of Cire ial Evidence be ſufficiently forcible and convinciog to difs 
intereſted Perſons, to prove this ſuppoſed Praxce to bean Impeſtor, and it _—_ more Circom(tances of the 
ſamenature are known to. your Hghneſs,yet we moſt NY pray your Highneſs to wave ——— 


_ - Right apparent to-the nex# 


firſt in order:made by your tHe. in thebebalfof ther R.H/s. and the K 


$0 preſerve. the | 
::ÞBnot'we muſt alſo hu 
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_ of them, 2sentirely, 2s if you could neither prove nor knew More about this pretended Prince than com. 

mon Fame hath proclaimed without contradiction. 

It no ways belongs to your Highneſſes, nor to the Kingdom, to prove the Falſhood of hus Pretences, or any 

Circumſtance abaur his Birth zand it would be very prejudicial for your Hig bneſſes torake upon you the bur- 

den of producing Witneſſes and GK v7 6% admitting your Hsghneſſes Adverſaries to diſpute their force and 
oy 


ſutficiency, when it bclongs tothem wholly and only,ro bring forth ſuch lawful Witneſles in due nomberg, 
as may fatisfy your Highneſſes and the Kingdom of the Truth of their Pretences 3 and ?ris an inbnite wrong 
to your Highneſſes and the Kingdom, that they have not done it Jong ſince, if there had been a 1Tke Prince 
born of the Queen. £ 

Ae lea K ingdoms great concern as well as your Highneſſes,we are the bolder to propoſe,that the Me. 
thod of Defence againſt the publick Injury be made according tothe known Laws and Cnitoms of Engl 
that is, That an openfree demand be made in the name of her R. ſs. as Heireſs apparent of the Crown, an 
in behalf of all the People of the Realm,that there be forthwith declared and publiſhed tothe Kingdom a fufs 
ficient Number for this Caſe, of lawful Witneſſes of cither Sex, ſuch as the Laws of England and. Nary. 
ral Juſtice require in the Caſe,who do teſtify, that-according to the uſtal praftice of their reſpeCtive Sexes 
at the Birth of Princes, Heirs to Crowns,. they were Eye-Witneſles that the Child now called the Prince of 
Wales was naturally born of the. Queen's Body. b Age , 

'Tis but juſt,regular,and modeſt for your ſs. to make that Demand,and your inſiſting upon it to be done 
immediately.without the feaſt delay, is no more than the Right of your Hſs and the Kingdom, as muſt 
be confeſſed by all thateither know the Rules of natural Juſtice,or the Laws of Engiand. Our Laws require 
and demand aw-entry tq be made yponall Intruders tncothe Rightsor Inherirances of another; there ought 
to be legal interruptions made of all wrongful Poſeſſions however obtained. A long permiſſion of an illegs. 
timate Child to paſs for a legitimate Heir, is of conſequence to the erxe Hezr of an Inheritance ; 'ris 
a known Kule both in our Bag Laws, and the Cruil Laws, Tacens longo tempore preſumitur conſentire, he 
that remains long, without anſwering any thing to an-lntruders claim, ſeems to allow it. 

We crave pn that we muſt freely tell: yow Hf, that it bath been our aſtoniſhment that your Hf 
have been ſolong ſilent, 'and have deferred ro:make your juſt demand, and that you bave ſo long ſuffered 
her R. Hſs. Chaplains to pray publickly for-this ſuppoſed Prince of Wales. | 

Your Hſs.' Heart cannot deſire the God of T nd Righteouſaeſs to proſper ſuch an Invaſion of your 
own and the Kingdoms Rights, nor to bleſs. the Jmpoſtor as ſuch, being ſet up (tho an Innocent Child ) 
to be a Tool in the bands of others codeſtroy the Proveftant Profeſſion, your. Hſs. claims to the greateſt In- 

heritance, and the beſt Civil COLrmmeſe known in the World. We believe your Hſs. to be true Chrs- 

fians, that tremble in the Worſhip ard Prayers before the Eternal Majeſty, and therefore hope ſuch a 

DO en wilt not be longer ſuffered to be afted before the great God that ſexrcbeth all the bearrs 
MIT.” SO 2 VID £4 4h 
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bag 0 1 Clainier-po-be Heir" of'any Inderitance cannot prove his true Deſcent, the Couft | 
| whercin he'ſues his Claimy-not-only rejefts and. damns bis falſe Pretences,. but openly declares the Coun- 
terfeit Tricks or Forgeries that they obſerve ro have been attempted to ſupport the faiſe Claim, and our - 


Jaws :enablc the Heir that hath been diſturbed, todemanid by his Attion agaiaft the falſe Pretender, $a- 
isfaCtion for the Scandal of his Lawfidl Title ; and our Laws forther require- his proſecution for Juſtice a- 
all the known Confederates in that intended Wrong and Fraud, for heir ſeveral Crimes thereig 


committed. IE "4b 2 OL TES GE ole 311 ; { t __ 
. . Weare ſenſible, that moſt Cabelic Printer. have a prejudice to us in the Rights we-claim 28 Engliſh Pro- 
teftents, not. knowing our. Laws and Liberties and we have therefore pro theſe two:Demands to be 
your: FH ; | at we might convince them 
that we have Reafon and (605 > 099 ots ih gig et Rules of Right,to ſeek your Hs Prote- 
Kion againſt.rhe King*s:Practices (as © appear) in forcing us to ſtoop to a'Counterfſert Prince, and to ' 
change the Smcceyſien of the: Crown and yvite while Government ; your Hf1. having therein 2 joint Concern 
with us, . and our-Laws, and Natoreir:ſelf, cali upon yon todefend:your:owh and the Kingdom's Right, 
of the Crown asitis by the Laws eſtabliſhed, which the Xivg had no prerence 
\o T KH a Ed - ; ES | , 4 
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humbly fiy.ro your Hſe toproted 5 againſt the horribledeſtrution made by the Kin 
of all our Laws for the Reformation of our Clifton Zeb, and our Security againſt the open profeſſed 
god mortal -Enemics of our Liberties therein, the King having declared to the World,that thoſe Laws ſhall 
never hereafter baput in Execugion ;-and-wo make our Caſe therein def] perate, hath cauſed his Judges to ju- 


fify hiinim what he barb dove; ©1131 (6 | * 
is Invaſion'of all our Civsl Rights and Fundamental Liberties, 


e mult alſo pray 'yuo Hſe. help F 
ad his utter ſubverſion of the Free Government of England by irs ancient Cuſtoms and Laws. 


* > We cannot doubt bur your Hifs.will beconvinced by this Memorial,that we have not complained of our Qp- 
prelhons untii.chey are bucome juroterableznor ſought any Relief (fave from God alone) until your Highy 


to. 


nelles 


(.25 ) 
neſles july exp2Red inheritance, and the very being of our Civil Government aze in the moſt extream dang; 
of utter ruine: / &T 

We are and have been truly Loyal ta the King, and never refuſed obedience to any of his legal Commands, 
or any whatſoever that could confitt with all our other Duties: to Ged and our feffow Subjelts, We have 
been content / to ſuffer perſonal wrongs and manifeſt Injuſtice, and conlidered the Corruption of Men, that 
abuſes and particular wrongs will happen in all Governments,and ought patiently to be born, whilſt the Funda« 
mentals of Civil Government and Juttice are facredly preſerved. Our Chriſtian Charity taught us, that *ts 
better that a few ſuffer wrongs, than to hazard for their juſt Relicf more effuſion of Blood, or other Mifl 
chiefs than can be recompenied by their obtaining Right, We know the Jeſuites craf(s might have clouded 
, the Juſtice that might have been demanded in particular Caſes 3 and we have therefore {taid until the Juttice of 
what we pray, 1s become demonſtrable unto all that are not corruptly and wiltully blind, or led blindfo!d by 
the Feſrstes, or Roniſh Prieſts. 

We are ſenſible that the King hath uſed the Name of the Royal Authority and Prerogative in all the Lews 
leſs powers that he hath exerciled, and we durft not pray your His. aid againit his doings, it there could berea- 
ſonably any doubt or queſtion, whether the things he hath done and daily doth, might be authorized by the 
Royal Powers and bigh Prerogatives which belong to the Kings of Exgland ? 

'Tis molt unquettionable, that the Noble Engliſh Monarchy and Government hd a legal Fourdtion, 2nd 
was and is eltablithed upon Cuſtoms, Franchiſes and Laws peculiar to the Engliſh Nation, It was ws free 
and independent upon all the Powers and Potentates on Earth 3 the Kings and the People are, 2nd of ripht were 
always free and ablolute to bind themſelves by their own Laws, made by their joynt content, and not other- _ 
wiſe ; they could never be bound by any others than themſelves, fave only by the Laws of the moſt 1-þ God. 

A King of England cealeth to a&t by the Engliſh Kingly Authority , or as a King of Fngland, it he yield up | 
himſelf or his Subjects to be bound or ſubjected to any other Laws, Canons or Juriſdictions, than ſuch 25. 
are made or freely received by the mutual agreement of the Xing and the repreſentative Body of the Realm 
in Parliament. 

'Tis declared in the Sr. 16 R. 2. 5, that the Crown of England had been (© free at all times, that it hath been 
in Subje&ion to no Realm, and that the ſame ought not in any thing touching the Regality to be ſubmitted 
to the Biſhop of Rome, nor the Laws and Statutes of the Realm to be by him frultrated or defeated at his will, 
to the perpetual deſtruction 'of the Kings Soveraignty, Crown and Regglity. and of all the Realm, The 
Commons then prayed the King, and hun required by way of Juſtice, to examine all the States of the Realm 
how they would ſtand to-defend the Rights of the Crown and the Realm againſt the Pope and it was there» 
upon ordained, that all that ſhould purſue or' bring any Bx{s or Inſtruments frotn Rome againſt the Kings 
Regality or his Realm, ſhould be put out of the Kings Protection, and incur a Premunire, which, as the Law 
then was, made it lawful for any man to killthem. CY | bee 

Likewiſe the Stat. of 24 H. 8. 12. and 25 H.8, 21. fay, that the Realm hath been, and is free from Subs 
jection to Mans Laws, but only to ſuch as have been deviſed and made within the-ſame- tor its own welfare, or 
of«their free Liberty received by their conſent to ther, (246d © et te ks EFT 

lmce wergſg.zeſolute to. deſer4 the 


of the Crown and the Realm againſt the Imp, * © ions an 
” which heatternpted ro exerciſe; that notwithi - the Stat; of 
$f. 1. Rot. Parliament. num. '38. declared th AG w-the King "a. 
and (© ſtandgynow declared; and to the ...c purpoie whe RoPt Parliament 14 EX. 3." nwm,49, 
Sta* Bag are 1#f printed, their force is the ſame to make them to fall into the Condirion of 0 6 to 
as, Ft correſpond with him ot his Nunteo. . | | | 
It'never was in the Power of any King of England to yield up or ſubmit the Rights of the Crown and the. 
Realm, and'its Laws, Powers or Juriſdiftions of any fort, againtt the Will of the Realm in Parliament”; (o it was 
confeſſed 500 years fince K. H. 6. in his Letter to Pope Paſchal, Natum babear ſanttitas veſtra, quod me vivente' 
[ auxiliante Deo) dignitates & uſus regni noſtri Anglia non tmmunuentur , E ſi ego (quod abſit) intanta me 
dejeftione potrem, Magnates mei C totus Anglia nullo mode patexetur. Be it known (laid he) to your 
aka that whilſt I live (by Gods aſſiſtance ) the Amthorities and U agus of the King dows of England ſhall. 
never be diminiſhed ;, but if 1 would fo debaſe my ſelf (which God. forbia) my Nobles and the whole People of 
England would by no means ſuffer it. ; . | Wt 
King John indeed unworthuly ſurrendered the Crown and Regalities to Pope Innocent the 3d, and his Succef + 
ſors, and the Prieſts falſely put into that Charter that it was by the conſent of His-Council of Barons, he ſab- 
mitted to hold the Kingdom of the Pope, and that by yearly rent again; but when Pupe Gregory: the tenth i1' 
the third of Ed. 1. ſent for that pretended Rent,that Noble Prizee.julily anſwered, | W- 
that he was bound by his Oath in his Coronation, to preſerve the rights of the King- K# Rol.Clar.z. Ed.num.g.Shed, | 
dom untouched, and that he could do nothing that concerned the Crown without $2 Cooks inft. fol. ge 48 
the advice of the People in Parliament, which are there called Proceres. 32} 0h | 
'In the 40 of Edward the Third, the Pope demanded the fame Rencs, and the King propoled it in Parliament, 
but they declared, that neither King John nor any other King had.any power to put himſelf or the Realm and 
People into ſubje&tion to the Pope without their conſent in Parliament 3 and that if it were 'dohe by King 
Fohm,it was done contrary to his Oath in his Coronation ; and if the Pope attempted any thingthereupon againſt 
the King or his Subjects, they would relift him to their utmoſt power, -oſſw 
The {ame King Edward the thiyd had only negligently fuffered the Popes power to be too-much uſed in the 
Kingdom, contrary to the Statute of Carijle 35 Bd. 1. as appeare'by the: Parliamer Roll 17, Edi 4. aa 


z © 


. - The King and Parliament neer-four hundred years 
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and the Commons in Parliament complained that the Treafure of the Realm was tranſported to Rome, 
and the Secrets of the ealm diſcovered by - the Foreign Prieſis fent hither, and they required of the Ki 
ſome Mercy for that they neither could nor would any longer bear thoſe firong Oppreſſions, or elle that he 
would help them to expel out of this Realm the Popes Power by Force, and thereupon were enacted again} 
of the Popes Powers in this Realm thoſe fevere Penal Laws of 25 Ed. 3. 27 Ed. 3. 1. 38 Ed.3. Stat.2. ch. x, 
all which our King hath now declared ſhall never hereafter be put in Execution. | wt 
- That Viftorions Prince Edw. 3. thoa Papiſt, yet pretended to no Regal Prerogatzve of ſuſpending the Laws 
made by the Kings and Parliaments againlt the Pope, he confeſſeth in that Statute of 235 Edw. 1. againlt the 
Pope's Power, that it held its Force being not annulled by Parliament, and therctore he was bound by his 
Oath to ſee che ſame kept as a Law of the Realm, tho by Sufferance and Negligence it had been attempted 
to the Contrary. 
a If che Effects of the Romiſh Juriſdidtions in the Realm were looked upon as they are related in that 38 
4»; Edp. 3. 1, It would be manifeſt that the King that would pat the Kingdom into ſuch a ſtate, lays as 
"14 lide thereby his Kingly Office and Dignuy whiltt he purſues theſe Intentions 3 that Statute faith, that by the 
Powers exerciſed by the Pope and Court of Rome, and the Dependants thereof, the good ancient Laws, 
2 Cuſtoms, and Franchiſes of the Realm were greatly impeached, blemiſhed, and confounded , the Crown 
abated, the Treaſure and Riches of the Realm carried away, the Inhabitants and Subjects of the Realm 
impoverifacd and troubled, and the great Men and Commons in Bodies and Goods damnihed 3 ſurely there 
can be no doubt whether the King hath any Royal Prerogative to enable him either to ſtop the Execu- 
tion of theſe Penal Laws that prevent the Kingdom trom falling back into fuch a forlom Eſtate, or to 
attempt by pretence of Liberty of Conſcience for the Romiſh Prieſts aud Emiſlaries, and their Practices, to 
enable them to work all the miſchief they can againſt thoſe that would fave the Kingdom from ſuch 
Mileries. | fs 

Your Highneſſes may be abſolutely certain, that the King acts not by vertue of the Engliſh Regal Office 
or Prerogatives, in his authorizing Treaſons to be daily committed againſt the Realm. By the Statute of 13 
Eliz. 2. they that give or receive any Abſolution or Reconciliation to Rome by the Popes Aurhority, or 
any of his Prieſts, which the King licenſeth and authorizeth to be done continually, thoſe are declarcd 
bigh Traytors to the King, and the Realm 3 and no doubt Treaſons declared by a Statute againſt the Realm 
are common Nuſances of the bigheſt Nature and Miſchief 3 *tis the trufi of the Regal Office to prevent 

. and punifh them, and 'tis directly Contrary to the Kingly Office to aſſume Power to authorize or licenſe ſuch 
* _ Crimes. 

"Tis unqueſtionable that no King of England ever had power to grant Offices to perſons diſabled to bear 
them by poſitive and dixet Afts of Parliament made for that very purpoſe, and dechared.to be for the peoples 
mira » nevertheleſs the King hath put moſt of the Offices of the Kingdom in the hands of thole that are (0 

i . 
* Itsas certain it never was in the power of our Kings to diſpoſſets at their Wills any of the ſubjects of chþſe | 
intereſts and profits which they had for their lives > nor to Commitſion any to judge his Subjects finally an 


" 
_ Den OO OY: 9. -_- _ 
a Ss 


: matters criminal or civil by their diſcretign,,wighout any regard to the Laws, Cuftoms and priviledges of the 
Realm, gn oh | ay 

Theſe and many other po ' Hight late to your His. are not the aCtings of 
an Exgliſh legal Monarch ;, but an ITY 2 Perſons, the Liberties and Interctis ot the 
Subjects, as if he alone had at Jealt the cart; parah.ont in _all>._ir perſons and their Intereſts, which in all 
civil Governments belongs only to the Lawful Legiſlators; and as if the people of England wa&rTenantÞ of 
his meer will to what they have, and had 1.0 right nor Intereſt in their Laws, Cuftoms or Franchiſes, cor 
Juſtice to demand the benefit of them. 

_ Nothing can compleat his Majeſtys renuntiation of the Truſts and Obligation of the Engliſh Regal Office, 
ſave only that -he afſume ( as he now doth aQually ) to take from the Citys and Boroxgbs intirely a)l their 
Cuſtoms and Previledges and free Eleftion of their Magiſtrates, confirmed to them expreflely by the great 

© Charter, and many other Laws ; and that he deprive all the reſt of the people of their Liberty @ chulſe ſuch 
perſons as they pleaſe according to the Statutes to Conſent for them to the Laws that (hall bind thern their 
Eſtates and Lives, as he hath declared he will, and intends.and is every day doing 3 and then the antient. righeful 
and Free Engliſh Government will be maniteſtly and intirely diſſolved, and *Engliſhmen (hall have no Legal 
right to theix Eftates, their Wives and Children, or their Lives. : 

There will be then no legal Engliſh Monarchy in England, truſted by the Laws with high Reyal Preroga- 
tives for the joynt ſafety and benefit of the King and the ſubjects, acknowledging themiclves to be bound by 
an Oath to maintain the Caſtems, Laws and Franchiſes of the Realm 3 and to take continual cere for the Exe- 

_ ation of the Laws -impartially for that purpoſe; every man ſhall then have equal and cternal right to every 
hing as this Ksng will, and his Popiſb forces (hall diſpoſe of it, and fo long only as he ſhall pleafe ro cominue 
in the ſame mind with the ſame force. | | 

_ Tis withbleeding hearts that in this manifeſt extream oppreſſion and danger we beg your Highneſles aid to 
defend the rights of the Crown and the Realm. <= | | 
. There can beno queſtion of your Hs. right to defend the fame, the Legal Monarchy and Government by 
our antient Cuſtoms, Laws and Franchiſes, to fave the antient Penal Laws againſt the Popes V/urpations,and the 
latter Laws for the Reformation of our Religion from Popery, and to preſerve thc ſpecial Culigms, and 
Priviledges of the Ciies and Boronghs,as well as the General Cuttoms of the Kingdom » which our Culioms and 
Laws only have velied in your HE. the next right Expectant of: the Engliſh Crown, and (if no Piiuce __ be 

m,) 


vy 
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 born,) Rege etiam renitente, tho the King (hall do all that's pofſible for him to hinder you; _ 

If you ſuffer them to be deſtroyed, or to be diſuſed deemed to be of no force, but as the King ſhalt 
pleaſe by his Judges and Conrts, and by all that . he ſhall poſſeſs of the Power of the Kingdom, Your High- 


neſſes claym and rights as 6 ak the Crown iS in like manner deſtroyed, and ct atide 3 and the whole arbis _ 
trary Magiſtracy ſerving his Will,and all his Popsſb forces, Foraigners and Natrves, will be ingaged in lutercti and 


miſguided Conſcience to © your Highneſles claim ; by the Laws and Culioms of England there will be 
indeed in the State to which the King hath brought the Kingdom, no legal Afagiftrates nor Government in be- 
ing and uſe unto which her Royal Highneſs can immediately ſucceed according to the Cuſtoms and Laws of Eng- 
land ;, the Kingdom nuult be a confuled Multicude, and the firongett may fubduc the ret to their Will: 

As your Highneſſes have a right to fave the Government by reaſon of your preat Intereſt init, fo all the 
People have an unqueltionable right to ſeek your Highneſſes Aid therein ; and 'tis ane of the principal Duties 
of the Chriſtian Religion, and will be one of the beſt outward Exprettions of their Love to Ged and Jeſu 
Chrift, to aſfiſt your Highneſs in all your righteous ways, defending their Juli Crvil Government, being intti- 
tated by God for preſerving Juſtice among humane Societies. | 

The People that love their Neighbours, and Countries, as Chriſtian Religion commands, ought not 
careleſly nor irreligiouſly to ſuffer their Civil Government, their Laws, and all their Rights aud Interet} thar- * 
Faces Country hold by them for themſelves and Poſterities, to be deltroyed by any Man's Will, Superitition vr 
Ambition. 

He that was at firſt a Legal Supream Magiſtrate, and ought to have been obeyed if he would have ſo 
continued, tho he had done many Injuſtices to particular Perſons, he may caft off the Quality and Uſe of the 
Power of a Legal Supream Magiſtrate, and uſe and exerciſe Power deltrutiye to all che Legal Truſts and 
Office ; and then he deveſts himſelf of that Office and Truſt of a lawful Magiſtracy unto which the Laws of 
God and the Kingdom require Obedience. | 

The ancient Kngs of England, acknowledged the Peoples Right to fave their Free Government if any of 
the Kings themſelves would have diſhonorably parted with the Rights of the Crown and the Rea'm. We men- 
tioned the Letter of H.I. to the Pope, and that great Prince Ed. I. on the like occaſion of Power claymed by 
the Pope. not only writto the Pope to the ſame Effet as H. I. did, but by his conſent Letters were written to 
Pope Boniface by the Lords and Commons in Parliament, wherein they told the Pope, that they were bound 
by Oath to the Obſervation and Defence of their Liberty, Cuſtoms and ancient Laws, and would tnaintain 
them with all their Power and Force, and that they neither did nor ever would, cou!d or onght to fuf- 
ter the King tho he would, todo, or any ways attempt what the Pope defired contrary to their Cutioms, fince 

it would be to the Deſtruction of the Rights of the Crown of England and the Kingly Dignity and the Sub- 
verſion of the Statutes of the Kingdom, and Prejudice of their antient Liberties, Cuſtoms, and Laws. 

Since then your #ſs. have an undoubted right to interpole between the King and us in your g pogrune 
own and the Kingdoms behalf, to ſave our ancient legal Government, and in ipecial our Laws xg £4. 1. fee 
for the Reformation of our Chriſtian Religion, we humbly offer, that beſides the former De- Cooks inſtiruci 
mands about the ſuppoſed Prince, your Hf. will pleaſe to demand and infift immovably : 2. fol. $8. - 

That the antiene free Government of Englang ty ito ©-Ewaw1nd Love Ny, made, or approved in 
Parliament, be imroediately reſtore |all kg _, fat" isathat the Rights of the 
Crown and Freedom of the Realth'be forth Fnbmiſſans publickly made to the 
Pope by the King that now is, to the Diſho aucs ,e"Efgliſh Crown, and Realm 3 and from 
all WE by the Romiſh Church 4c any Powers and Juriſdictions: whatſoever over the Chriſtians, 
O' la England. 


© Al the Laws now in force againſt the Admiſſion of the Canons, and Juriſdition of Rome, cone 
trary.co our Cuſtoins and Laws, and againlt the maintainers of them, be forthwith declared tobe put in due 
Execution, and all Suſpenlions of them, or Diſpenlations with them without the Authority of Parliament, 
be declared null and void. 

That the Ancient Cuſtoms, Liberties and Privileages of the cio London, and the whok form and courſe 
of its Gove#nment, be forthwith reſtored, the Cuſtoms thereof being part. of the Common Law of England, 
and its Liberties being eltabliſhed by the great Charter, and many Acts of Parliament , that the Cuſtoms, Free 
Elefion of their Magiſtrates, and all the Priviledges of all the Cities and Boroughs of England contirmed by 
the great Charter, and other Laws, be duely reſtored. 

That Legal Officers both Civil and Military, be ſettled in all the Places of Magiltracy, and all the Com. 
mands throughout the Kingdom. y 

That all Commiſſions whatſoever be forthwith revoked and declared null and void, whereby are granted 
any Powers of Diſcretion over the Perſons, or Intereſt of the Subject, contrary to the Laws and Cuſtoms 
of Efigland, eſpecially the Commiſſion for Eccleſiaſtical Afairs, with its monltrous non cbſtante to all our 
Laws. | | 

That the Freedom of Ele&ions, which is the Foundation of the Government, be ;duely vindicated, and all 
the moſt unworthy Preingagements revoked, and renounced 3 to ele& and vote as the King would have them. 

That the Kingdom may be reſtored as ſoon as poſlible to a Capacity of holding a Legal Parliament, in 
ſuch Form and Manner as the Laws require, by whoſe help the Civil Government may be reeftabliſhed, 
and force and arbitrary Powers therein utterly aboliſhed. 

We crave your Highnefſes Pardon, that we further humbly offer to your Higneſſes, chat time and 
accident always made Changes in the Uſefulneſs of Laws, and that it hath (omappened in our Penal Laws 
triade for Uniformity in the Profeſſion of Faith, and in the outward Worſhip of God 3 four of our ſucceeding 
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ACTIN Ce 


PART IL 


Denving RULES from a New PrincieLe, 
FOR 


Touching the PASSIONS in a Natural Manner. 


An ESSAY of General Uſe, To Thoſe, who hear, or ſpeak 
in Public, and to the Practiſers of many of the Elegant 


Arts; As PaiNTERs, SCULPTORS, and DEsSIGNERs : 


But Adapted, in Particular, to the STAGE: 


With VIEW 


To quicken the Delight of Audiences, And form a Judgment 
of the AcTors, in their Good, or Bad, Performances. 
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